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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


Federal Rally 

Welcome to the ‘Rally Edition’. The 
ACT Branch promised ‘A Capital 
Experience’ and it was magnificently 
fulfilled. Our congratulations and thanks 
to all involved and particularly Al and 
Di Kinloch, who were awarded the 
Frank Cove Federal RallyTrophy. This 
trophy was presented by Betty Cove 

and the Victoria Branch in 1981 to give 
recognition to the person, or persons, 
making the most significant contribution 
to each year’s Federal Rally. At previous 
Federal Rallies hosted by the ACT 
Branch this award has been presented 
to: Ian Dunn on 1987; Ian Dunn, David 
Miller and Brian McDonald in 1993; and 
Joy Burns and Ian Dunn in 1999. 


Rally Ticket Souvenirs 

Di Kinloch was asked by some, who like 
to have a complete record of the Rally, 

if they could have tickets returned. If 
anyone would like their tickets, they 
should send their name and address to Di 
Kinloch at kinlochs@bigpond.com or PO 
Box 4242, Manuka, ACT, 2603. 


Praeclarum On Line 

Issues from August 2004 have been 
posted to the Members’ Library section 
of the Club’s website. To access this area 
Club members need to register and to do 
this, go to http://au.rrforums.net/cgi-bin/ 
forum/discus.pl and click on ‘Register’ 
in the top right hand corner. While this 
is a general service to members, it is 
expected that it will be of particular 


The Naming of ‘PRASCLARVM? 


I must say before I get into this 
argument again, how much I 

admire your current Editor of 
‘PRAECLARVM’, Mr David Neely, 
for his considerable efforts in the 
maintenance of the high standards 

' set by Martin Bennett in his term as 
Editor of ‘PRAKCLARVM’. Mr Neely 
has invited me to contribute on the 
subject of who thought of the name 
‘PRA.CLARVM’ because he quite 
rightly believes that an injustice was 
done to me by that Victorian big shot, 
David Jones. The latter concluded the 
article on this matter (/m the Rear-View 
Mirror p 454) suggesting that I taught 
him all I knew about Rolls-Royce 
and it “took less than five minutes”. 

I was deeply hurt by this unkind and 
untrue suggestion and immediately 
contemplated legal action. However, 
Mr Neely told me that there was 

so much litigation in process in the 
Victoria Branch that the backlog would 
| take years to be heard and at my age, 


We asked who named ‘PRAECLARUM and Jim Kelso put up his hand! Jim 
Kelso with David Jones, Diana Jones and Dorothy Kelso at Bungendore 
during the Canberra Federal Rally. Photograph courtesy of Graham Cornish. 


I might not still be around for the 
hearing of my case. Mr Neely’s clear 
thinking and logical approach to such 
matters of moment justifies my regard 
and respect for him. 
Therefore, I must answer 
this proposal by the big shot from 
the South with irrefutable evidence 
and a succinct rebuttal. What I knew 
about Rolls-Royce did not take “less 
than five minutes”. I was getting into 
my stride, dealing with Sir Henry’s 
engineering principles, at 6’ minutes 
when I noticed that David Jones had 
nodded off and I knew it was pointless 
to continue. I asked the big shot’s 
partner of many years, Diana, about 
his complaint and she told me in 
confidence that he often nods off when 
he realizes that he is on the wrong 
tram. Diana’s integrity 1s without 
question and therefore I rest my case 
that I, J. Kelso thought of the name 
‘PRACLARVM”’ 
Thank you Mr Neely, for allowing me 
to set the record straight. 
J. C. Kelso 
10 May 2005 


3 eS . 


interest to new members, who will be 
able to access past copies of Praeclarum. 
While in this section of the website, 
owners of Silver Shadows and Silver 
Spirits will want to look at the list of 
parts identified as suplus stock available 
from Crewe Genuine Parts (see p 4537 
this issue). 


Tom Johnston Retires 

South Australian Branch President, 
Keith van der Pennen, noted in the 
April 2005 edition of Southern Spirit: 
«31St March 2005 marked the end of an 
era for South Australian Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley owners with the retirement 
of Tom and Donna Johnston and the 
closure of Tom Johnston Motors. Tom’s 
wealth of knowledge, accumulated since 
commencing full time work on marque 
cars in 1964, has benefitted innumerable 
owners over the last four decades.” 
Keith went on to extend best wishes to 
Tom and Donna in their retirement in 
the Adelaide Hills and may I add best 
wishes and thanks from Praeclarum 

for their wonderful support through 
advertisements. 


goth Anniversary Issue 

The first time this journal appeared 
with the title ‘PRAZECLARVM’ was 

the June 1965 issue. A Latin word, 
‘PRACLARVM’ is translated as 
‘outstanding’, ‘pre-eminent’, ‘of noble 
lineage’ or ‘nobility’. The word is 
contained in the motto adopted by Sir 
Henry Royce and this motto can be seen 
on the front cover of this journal. 

The extraordinary tale about 
the naming of this journal is recounted 
in In the Rear-View Mirror. Of the two 
claimants to the fame and honour of 
naming the magazine - David Jones 
from Victoria and Jim Kelso from New 
South Wales — David Jones on that 
occasion had the last word. So on the 
4oth anniversary, I invited Jim Kelso to 
respond (see box on the left). 


Contributors 

The content and photographs for 

the ‘Rally Edition’depend on many 
contributors and special thanks go to: 
Patty Aiosa; Ian Campbell; Graham 
Cornish; David Davis; Ilan Dunn; 

Susan Flashman; Barrie Gillings; Chris 
Gillings; Amanda Henderson; Eric 
Henderson; John Hiscox; Bryan Inder; 
Diana Jones; Val Keogh; Neil Matthews; 
David Marshall-Martin; Lloyd Missen; 
Keith van der Pennen; Mick Rust; Kim 
Stapleton; Rex Vincent; John Wright; 
and Michael Zwar. Bill Coburn’s regular 
contribution of “Technical Topics’ has 
been carried over to the next issue. 
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Events Calendar 


Overseas 
11-12 Jun 2005 RREC Rally, Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton RREC +44-1327-811788 
24-30 Jul 2005 RROC Annual Meet, Greenwich, Connecticut RROC, Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Federal 
5-10 Apr 2006 Federal Rally, Orange, NSW David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


Australian Capital Territory Branch - President: Alastair Kinloch 


24-26 Jun Weekend in Kelly Country Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
Bentley Arnage Drophead Coupe 6 Jul General Meeting Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
gets green light for production 

3 Aug General Meeting Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
Bentley Motors announced on 14 13 Aug Visit Stocks Native Nursery - Harden Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
April 2005 that the glamorous Bentley New South Wales Branch - President David Marshall-Martin 
Amage Drophead Coupe, that was 
launched to worldwide acclaim at the 15 Jun General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Los Angeles Auto Show in January 2-3 Jul MotorEx - Sydney Showground David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
2005, is to go into series production. 20 Jul Annual General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
The magnificent four-seater 
convertible show car stimulated such 24 Jul Green Valley BBQ Malcolm Yell 02-4862-2683 
interest among Bentley aficionados, 17 Aug General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
both Hat the USA and Europe, that the 21 Aug Concours d’Elegance-All British Day-Kings School John Aiosa 02-9449-1485 
decision was immediately taken to 
continue its extensive development Queensland Branch - President John Wright 
programme m time for delivery of the 19 Jun ‘Cars of the Century’ Sunshine Coast Showgrounds Wallace Moorhouse 07-3366-5043 
first cars in Spring 2006. Information ay iswaihes Sarees uaseumes 
and photograph courtesy of Bentley cali eee eee sche ionamin 
Motors. 24 Jul Concours d’Elegance - Ormiston House Russell Leitch 07-3822-4675 


South Australian Branch - President Keith van der Pennen 


Shangri-La first hotel in Asia 26 Jun Around the Garages Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
to buy Phantom 


12 Jul Annual Presentation Dinner - Hawthom Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
The prestigious Pudong Shangri-La 25 Jul Annual General Meeting - Sporting Car Club Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
stig gri-L 

is the first hotel in Asia to own a Victoria Branch - President Neil Matthews 
new Rolls-Royce Phantom. A private 9 Jun General Meeting - Bevin Clayton, Trivett Classic Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
ceremony at the Pudong Shangri- 

Ee es ‘ = 19 Jun Luncheon and Trophy Presentations - Sherbrooke Peter Jordan-Hill 03-9754-7355 
La’s picturesque cocktail garden 
overlooking the Bund marked the 14 Jul General Meeting- Guest Speaker, David Doyle Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 

5 

formal handover of the Phantom to 17 Jul Observation Navigation Run Chris Lenehan 03-9379-9672 
the hotel. 14-18 Oct South East South Australia Tour with SA Branch Eric Henderson 03-9885-9938 


The Royal Blue Phantom, 


Bes . : tern Australia Branch -President Mick Rust 
finished with a Cornsilk and Navy Western Austral lel 


Blue leather interior and Oak Burr 24 Jun 40th Anniversary President's Dinner Lynette Whyte 08-9257-1315 
veneers, will transport the hotel’s 13 Nov Maurice Brockwell Memorial Run Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
most distinguished guests. During Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI and R-type Register 
their stay in Shanghai, passengers 30 Sep-3 Oct Dawn Patrol Il - Eden Shirley Missen 02-9958-2831 


will be in the safe hands of one of 
the Shangri-La’s five chauffeurs Silver Spirit, Mulsanne and Related Types Register 


all of whom have received formal 26-29 Aug SMART Register - Mildura Chris Lenehan 0438-120-202 


training from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Silver Ghost Register 


Shanghai. F ; 
26 Mar-17 Apr 2006 Wholly Ghost Tour from Melbourne to the Rex Vincent 02-9634-5052 


Below: Second from the right, Mr. Federal Rally in Orange and finishing in Brisbane 


lan Robertson, Chairman and Chief 


Executive of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars and re-establish an to bring the Phantom to 
Limited, with on the right, Mr Colin official presence on the a country which has a 
subcontinent. deep appreciation of the 


Kelly, Regional Director, Asia Pacific. 
Information and photograph courtesy 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 


Speaking at the unparalleled excellence 
launch, Mr. Colin Kelly, which the Rolls-Royce 


Regional Director, Rolls- name stands for.” 
ip Royce Motor Cars, Asia Information and 

Pacific, said, “We are photographs courtesy of 

Rolls-Royce returns to India delighted to return to India Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 
today, a country with which iii sii, aaa . 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Rolls-Royce has hadaclose ™ 

has returned to India, after relationship for much of 

an absence of 50 years. The the last century. As India 

new Rolls-Royce Phantom enjoys a surge in economic 


will debut in Mumbai growth, we are delighted 
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From the Federal President 


rW he highlight of my Federal 

i Presidency, to date, was to address 
our Club members at the Sunday 
Presentation Dinner in the Members’ 
Dining Room in Old Parliament House 
at the ACT Branch Federal Rally in 
Canberra. It was then an honour for me 
to present to the winners of the Concours 
the traditional Perpetual Trophies 
together with a permanent memento. 

The evening commenced 
when Michele and I and the ACT 
Branch President Alastair Kinloch and 
Di greeted the guests at the top of the 
staircase at the entrance to King’s Hall 
for the pre-dinner reception under the 
watchful painted eyes of all our Prime 
Ministers. This evening and the whole 
rally were the best I have attended in 
over thirty years, and congratulations 
must go to our smallest Branch for this 
fantastic rally. 

The Federal Rally started on 
Wednesday and the ACT Branch fulfilled 
my every wish. A choice of Register 
dinners was offered on the Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings. Michele and I 
tried to attend two dinners each night. 
Thursday and Friday offered two full 
days of Register, technical and historic 
seminars, together with a great range 
of events for the ladies. These Register 
functions and ladies events were well 
attended and attest to their importance 
and made the journey to the extended 
rally even more worthwhile for the 
members. 


The Concours location on 
the Saturday between the old and new 
Parliament Houses with brilliant blue 
Australian skies and the Australian flag 
flying as a backdrop above the new 
Parliament House was a sight I will not 
forget. Saturday evening at Questacon 
was enormous fun. The reintroduction of 
the Silver Ghost dawn patrol proved very 
popular and was really enjoyed by the 
enthusiast passengers. 

The Federal Rally for Michele 
and I started the Wednesday before 
Easter with the well-organised ‘Alpine 
Overlander’ in which we travelled 
in my Silver Ghost 12HG. Again we 
travelled to Charlotte Pass Village and 
as far as the road would allow to Mount 
Kosciusko. I encouraged the wives and 
partners on the Overlander to drive their 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley vehicle. Then 
one day at a nominated time I suggested 
all the partners drive, and most did! 
That night at dinner they claimed a 
fresh apple from Batlow for their effort. 
It was good to see three ladies driving 
Silver Ghosts out of five Silver Ghosts 
on the Overlander. Apart from the 
safety factor in being able to drive the 
vehicle, it provided much enjoyment and 
satisfaction, and I hope this continues. 


Registers 

The Federal Registrars met on the 
Thursday 31 March for nearly two hours. 
The source and availability of spare parts 
was discussed and ideas exchanged. 


Michele Bussell driving 1922 Silver Ghost, 12HG, alongside the Murray 
River. For some time Federal President, Bryan Inder and others have been 


encouraging wives and partners to become familiar with driving the cars and 


this was an ideal setting to do so. Photograph by Bryan Inder. 


All the existing registers are working 
well. I am pleased to report that the two 
remaining registers, that being the Derby 
Bentley Register now under Barrie 
Childs (NSW), and the Silver Clouds and 
Bentley S Types Register under Stephen 
Redford (Queensland) are coming on 
stream this year. Nick Lang has retired 
as Silver Shadow Register, and I thank 
him for all his work, so now we need a 
new Registrar for this group of cars. Any 
volunteers? Please contact me. 


Federal Council 

The Federal Council meeting followed 
and many important matters were 
discussed. Federal Council elected 
Russell J. Rolls as an Honorary Life 
Member. Russell has been a Victoria 
Branch member for thirty six years, 
Branch President for two years, Vice- 
President for six years, Branch Treasurer 
for four years, Federal Delegate for 

six years and Federal President for 
three years. It gave me much pleasure 
to announce Russell’s elevation in the 
splendour of the Members’ Dining 
Room, Old Parliament House. I asked 
the nine Honorary Life Members in 

the room to be upstanding and be 
recognised, and then welcomed Russell 
to their ranks. 


Three presentations were made to 

Federal Council: 

1. Kim Stapleton presented a very 
detailed and revised Judges Manual 
and this was accepted with minor 
alterations. I am pleased to report 
that a position has been created to 
be known as ‘Federal Registrar of 
Judging’. Kim Stapleton is the first 
to be appointed to this position. 

2. Fred Haughtey presented a sub- 
committee report on the proposal 
for a club headquarters and after 
lengthy discussion it was decided 
not to proceed. 

3. The criteria for Honorary Life 
Membership was presented by a 
sub-committee in two proposals 
and Federal Council chose a new 
uniform “Nomination Form’ with 
detailed annotations to the existing 
Constitution. 


Other important decisions reached 
included: 


3-05 
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From the Federal President 


* The Victoria Branch has generously 
offered to donate a fine cabinet to 
store our magnificent trophies in 
between rallies at the ‘Archive’ at 
The Sir Henry Royce Foundation. 

* — Eric Henderson has been appointed 
liaison officer between the Club 
and the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
companies. 

* — The Club is to consult with The Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation on the 
proposal of Club member David 
Davis to build a replica Royce car. 

* A ‘Federal Register of Judges’ is to 
be implemented. 


It was very pleasing to hear from each 
of the Branches that their membership 
numbers are increasing. I ask the 
Federal Delegates to report back to their 
Branches all matters discussed. 


Thanks 

The Federal Executive, that being 
myself, Judith Merlin our Federal 
Secretary, Mick Rust our Federal 
Treasurer, have been elected for another 
year until the Federal Rally in Orange 


Let the Club’ history record that at 
this time and at this place on Sunday: 
3 April 2005, Russell J Rolls became 
the 29th Honorary Life Member of 
the Rolls-Rovce Owners’ Club of 
Australia. Photograph by the Editor: 


NSW next year. They and all the Branch 
Presidents, Federal Delegates, and 
Registrars have worked extremely hard 
and I thank them most sincerely. 

In closing I must thank ACT 
Branch President Alastair Kinloch and 
his small supportive band of active 
helpers who made this Federal Rally the 
best rally ever. We now all look forward 
to a busy and fruitful year driving and 
enjoying our Bentley and Rolls-Royce 
cars and the friendships of our fellow 
Club members. I know all the Branches 
and Registers have exciting programs 
planned over the next twelve months. 
The NSW Branch is working hard on 
the next Federal Rally in Orange. The 
Overlanders, Federal Delegates, and 
keen register members should arrive 
on Wednesday evening 5 April 2006 
for the start of the Register dinners. On 
Thursday morning the Registrar meeting 
takes place, followed by the Federal 
Council meeting together with register 
activities and ladies functions. 


Yours in motoring 
Bryan Inder 


Members of Federal Council, pictured from the left: Kerry Bos (ACT), John Hiscox (NSW) Eric Henderson (VIC), Glenice Matthews (WA), 
Neil Matthews (VIC), Bryan Inder (Federal President), Mick Rust (Treasurer), Val Keogh (WA) David Heuzenroeder (SA Observer), Judith 
Merlin (Secretary), John Virgo (SA), Peter Cox (SA), Al Kinloch (ACT) and David Marshall-Martin (NSW). John Wright and Russell Leitch, 


who are not in this picture, represented the Queensland Branch. Photograph by the Editor. 
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The Alpine Overlander 


23 -29 March 2005 
by 
Patty Aiosa (NSW) 


PRACLARVM 


FM he 2005 ‘Alpine Overlander’ from 
Goulburn to the Canberra Federal 

rally was an extremely successful 
social and touring experience attracting 
over 60 participants. 

As well as participants from 
the Eastern States and Tasmania 
this year members from the United 
Kingdom and New Zealand joined in 
the activities. 

The cars ranged in age from 
Graham Mead’s 1920 Silver Ghost to 
Max Roberts’ 2004 Bentley Continental 
GT with quite a few other pre-war 
entries to make the overall selection 
very interesting. Tom Clarke (UK) 
enjoyed being a rider in a variety of 
the cars as much as the owners enjoyed 
his company and the wealth of the 
knowledge he was sharing. 

The weather was wet, cold 
and windy when Sydney members 
set off to join others in Goulburn for 
what we feared would be a wash out 


BBQ. However, the skies remained dry 
albeit quite cool enabling Robyn and 
Mal Henderson to provide us with an 
abundance of food for a tasty BBQ. 
The clear skies enabled some of us to 
get a grand view of the moon through 
Chris Gillings’ impressive telescope. 
Andy Gillings on guitar, accompanied 
by his father Barrie on harmonica 
provided musical entertainment until 
everyone vacated the BBQ area, chilled 
to the bone, by 8.30pm. The Merlins 
unfortunately had slight car trouble in 
the form of a seized brake pump causing 
them to arrive a little late. 

After enjoying a BBQ 
breakfast, (due to there being enough 
leftovers from the previous night) 
we set off for a rendezvous at the 
Cooma Monaro Heritage Railway (see 
photograph below left). It was fun to 
travel in two restored CPH Railmotors 


with an informative narrative to 
Chakola, where sandwiches and liquid 


refreshments were supplied (on white 
tablecloths) in a ‘rustic country hall’ in 
the middle of a paddock (seemingly), 
in the middle of nowhere. We returned 
by rail to Cooma to our faithful cars 

to ‘roll’ on to Jindabyne and very 
comfortable and well-appointed 
apartments in the Quality Resort. Nigel 
Price (NZ) was the first recipient of the 
‘Backscratcher’ award for attempting 
to cash a NZ Cheque. Dinner 
arrangements that evening were free 
choice, after which everyone retired to 
enjoy the serenity of a full moon over 
Lake Jindabyne. 

On Friday morning, the 
gorgeous weather prompted several 
participants to take a drive further 
into the Snowy Mountains for a look 
around at Perisher and other ski resorts. 
We had a scheduled lunch meet in 
the historic village of Dalgety, where 
nothing much was happening except an 
invasion of R-R and Bentley motorcars 
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and the arrival of the odd campervan 
for a fishing experience in the Snowy 
River. Dalgety is the only NSW 

town, which was not flooded during 
work on the Snowy Scheme in the 
1950s. Dinner that evening was at our 
wonderful resort complex and Nigel 
handed over the ‘Backscratcher’ award 
to Jeanne Eve for ‘suffering’ with John 
Matheson and the problems he incurred 
with the battery/starter motor in their 
Ghost. Jeanne appeared to be quite 
happy to accept the award, proudly 
announcing that it was “her first time.” 

The ‘Alpine Overlander’ 
became just that as we left Jindabyne 
and climbed to a very busy Thredbo. 
The air was cool, clear and crisp as 
we tested the brakes on the narrow 
and windy Alpine Way descending 
to Khancoban, stopping occasionally 
at mountain streams to listen to 
the bellbirds and just take in the 
tranquillity of the surroundings. Most 
participants swapped ‘smoking brake’ 
stories over lunch in Khancoban before 
continuing on to enjoy spectacular 
scenery on the road through Corryong 
and Talangatta to arrive in Albury. 

The road was so good that Michele 
Bussell was given another lesson in 
driving Brian Inder’s Ghost, awarding 
her the ‘Backscratcher’ for her capable 
handling of the mighty beast. There 
were no planned dinner arrangements 
for that evening, hence an informal get- 
together was held in the car park of the 
Motel. 

Easter Sunday was a ‘free’ 
day but most members took advantage 
of the lovely weather and the close 
proximity to wineries at Rutherglen 
and Milawa and the township of 
Beechworth to stock up their supplies 
and enjoy the atmosphere. Nigel and 
Jane Price had a problem with the 
adjustment of the high-speed jet in the 
carburettor on their Ghost, which was 
capably attended to by Geoff Priddle. 
Graham Mead (UK) was awarded the 
‘Backscratcher’ for his patient efforts 
in working on Laurie Ogle’s Silver 
Ghost. In his acceptance at dinner 
in the Albury SS&A Club, Graeme 
commented that his hourly rates were 
reasonable, but it was “his travelling 
expenses” which would be quite 
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Above: Nigel and Jane Price's 1924 Silver Ghost, 57AU, a Hanley Ford & Son Tourer, 


at Dalgety. Opposite page top: John Matheson’s and Jeanne Eve's 1924 Silver Ghost, 
64EU, at Dalgety. All photographs from Patty Aiosa. 


expensive. 

After leaving Albury we 
followed Lake Hume in and out of 
Victoria, past several interesting 
billabongs before crossing the Murray 
River at Jingellic. The scenery was 
majestic as we climbed Carboona Gap 
to Tumbarumba. Then it was on to buy 
some freshly picked apples from Batlow 
and take in more lovely countryside 
through the Gilmore Valley to Tumut. 
The ‘bucket brigade’ was out in force 
for the next hour or so, removing bugs 
from grills and windscreens whilst 
others gathered on verandas with a little 
glass of something refreshing. We were 
entertained over dinner the next two 
evenings by Tassie member Ivan Pearson 
providing very easy listening music on 
his electronic keyboard. Darrin Vickery 
wasn’t well and missed dinner whilst 
Graham Mead, after enlisting the help 
of the young Max and Charles Gillings 
offloaded the ‘Backscratcher’ to Judith 
Merlin who made the admission of being 
“lost” somewhere near Corryong that 
day. 

On our final day there was a 
tour of Tumut 3 Power Station and a 
very relaxing picnic at Blowering Dam 
(see opposite page bottom middle 
and bottom right photographs), as 
well as some members enjoying a ride 
in the Matheson’s and Inder’s Ghosts 
for the first time. We were treated to 
an intriguing (one man) demonstration 
of millet broom making at the Tumut 


Broom Factory and the Gillings 
received happy news of the safe 
arrival of a new granddaughter. ‘The 
last supper’ was a very tasty Chinese 
buffet at Tumut Golf Club where 
some members were seen to return 
more than once for a refill. A very 
convenient shuttle bus service was 
provided from the Amaroo Motel 
where the management went out of 
their way on several occasions to make 
our stay comfortable and enjoyable. 
Judith awarded the ‘Backscratcher’ 
to Shannon, Max and Charles (all the 
young participants) for losing their 
jumpers on the trip. 

Robyn and Mal Henderson 
were presented with a bear dressed 
in Alpine gear and a bottle of 
Tumbarumba champagne as a small 
token of thanks for their fantastic 
efforts in planning what the rest of 


us deemed to be yet another brilliant 
Overlander. 

Never before have so many 
travelled so far from so near to have 
so much fun. 
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Above and top right: Cape Conan. 


Photographs courtesy of Amanda 


Henderson and Neil Matthews. MEG TEES OEE) BC 


Henderson with help from Bob 
McGrath and Alexander Henderson 
travelled on Monday 28 March to 
Kilmany Park, near Sale and later 
inspected a tractor collection near 
Longford before staying at Mariners 
Cove in Paynesville. Visits to Cape 
Conan and a World War II bunker 
at Mallacoota airfield took place 
on Tuesday with an overnight stay 
at Gipsy Point Luxury Lakeside 
Apartments. ‘Kameruka’, a property 
near Bega was the lunch stop on 
Wednesday. Overlanders. Bill and 
Jean Allsep, 1975 Silver Shadow, 
SRH22945; David and Ellen Bailie, 
1963 Silver Cloud LI, SCX191; 
Eric, Amanda, Alexander and Zara 
Henderson, 1976 Silver Shadow, 
LRH24643; Neil and Louise 
Matthews, 1953 Silver Wraith, 


; BLW78; Russell and Heather Rolls, 
Above and below: Kilmany Park, near it 
Sale. Photographs courtesy of Amanda 1962 Silver Cloud I, SAE479. 
Henderson. 


Above: World War IT Bunker 
at Mallacoota Airport. Below: 
Tractor collection, near Longford. 
Photographs courtesy of Neil 
Matthews. 


Photograph courtesy of Barrie Gillings 
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By Ian Campbell (NSW) 

Vhat would my first Annual 

\ Federal Rally bring? I have 

V to say it began well enough, 
with a convenient location, being my 
home town of Canberra. And it adopted 
a wonderful Rally Headquarters, 
Rydges Capital Hill with spillover to 
the adjacent and aptly named Bentley 
Suites. Everyone had reasonably secure 
undercover parking and on-site facilities 
to meet most needs. 

I had two Bentleys from 
different eras eligible for entry and 
determined that in view of the added 
convenience of a local setting, I would 
make an extra effort to prepare and enter 
both cars in the Rally and, in particular, 
the Federal Concours d’Elegance. Those 
of you who have prepared cars for a 
Concours event will realise this involves 
more than a token effort, demanding that 
one slave under a cold car hoist or over 
a hot cheque book for weeks prior to the 
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event to help ensure the cars look their 
best. But more of that later. 


Day One 
My first event was the Thursday 
morning technical session which rejoiced 
in the name of “Silver Shadow/Bentley 
T and Silver Spirit/Mulsanne electrics 
and noise identification/elimination”, a 
title which left little to the imagination 
and no chance of claiming your money 
back because you thought it was about 
something else altogether. If there was 
a missing word in this sentence that 
constituted the title of the session, it 
appeared most likely to be “problems”. 
I determined that I would 
ascertain for myself whether the 
word was left out for the same reason 
that Rolls-Royce Motor Cars “fail to 
proceed” rather than break down (ie 
euphemism) or whether such problems 
are so ubiquitous in the aforementioned 
models, that use of the word “problem” 
is rendered superfluous (ie. “noise 


problems” is a tautology). Intrigued, I 
went along to discover all I could. As I 
have (touch wood) not yet experienced 
either electrical or noise problems in my 
much used but very finely restored 1977 
T2, it was a true voyage of discovery. 

In the opening minutes, I 
learned much more about the RROCA 
members who attend technical sessions 
than I did about the topic. As a general 
tule, they are of mature age, admirers of 
fine engineering, tellers of tall tales and 
true, and just about the friendliest bunch 
of old codgers you could ever hope to 
meet gathered together in one room. As 
one who is yet to reach the lofty heights 
of “old codger” status, I listened politely 
as tales of woe and miracle cures were 
shared in respectful tones. All hearing 
devices were respectfully attuned to 
the dulcet tones of presenter Andrew 
Gibson as he thought-analysed a series 
of issues ranging from “major problem” 
right through to “irritating minor 
inconvenience”. 
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I’m happy to say that none of 
the various reported afflictions have yet 
been visited upon my house and I hope 
it stays that way too. (Note to Richard 
Treacy — may I make an appointment 
to have the T2 final drive cross- 
member checked to see if preventative 
reinforcement is needed?) 

It was only when a gentleman 
from Tasmania (oh well, it was Ivan 
Pearson) described his relatively late 
model car’s propensity to spout coolant 
after unusual exertion on warm days 
that I could find something to personally 
relate to. My hand shot up. “Viscous 
coupling failure” I volunteered as a 
reasonably certain diagnosis, having just 
remedied the precise same symptoms 
in my Continental R. You see, without 
getting technical, its just that the bit that 
makes the cooling fan go round fast 
or slow, depending on need, is prone 
to “fail to proceed” after 10 years or 
so and requires replacement to avoid 
overheating and potential damage to the 
engine. 


The group then moved out to 
the car park where a number of members 
kindly volunteered their cars for a quick 
diagnostic going over. All present were 
invited to snap on a latex glove (and it is 
at this point that I worried momentarily 
about bizarre Club initiation rituals) 
then Andrew handed out a second hand 
door locking device to handle. We were 
invited to feel for signs of wear and tear 
that can cause one of those noises. After 
a good time looking at rubber door seals 
on various cars and discussing door 
fit and how to treat rubber kindly, we 
departed, happy in the knowledge that 
one tiny aspect of living with a Rolls- 
Royce had been opened up to us. 

My failure that same afternoon 
to attend Tom Clarke’s reportedly 
fascinating talk “Old Australian Rolls- 
Royces Revisited” owing to the need to 
glycerine my T2 door rubbers (you had 
to be there) was perhaps a blessing in 
disguise. Too much information on the 
most famous prestige marque of all time 
would likely overwhelm me, perhaps 
even to the detriment 
of my ability to discern 
that a certain “once in a 
lifetime restorer’s dream” 
is really a complete 
basketcase. Once 
discernment is lost, it is 
a slippery slope to the 
role of “restorer” then to 
squandering the family 
fortune. 


First Timer, lan Campbell, on the right, 
received the Class Trophy, which was 
donated to the Club by c Rainsford and 
first awarded in 1983, for his 1997 Bentley 
T2, SBH32346, (see photograph above). It 


was presented by Federal President, Bryan 
Inder, with Kim Stapleton, Registrar of 
Judges, at the podium. Photographs: above 
courtesy of Susan Flashman; on the right, 
courtesy of Michael Zwar. 


Need I go on? 

Thursday evening brought with it 

the opportunity to dine and socialise 
with fellow Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
series Register members. My group 
chose the Canberra Yacht Club and 
dinner conversation, while sprinkled 
liberally with automotive anecdotes, 
did occasionally extend to life outside 
automobilia. Unsurprisingly, all agreed 
that it was a magnificent obsession to be 
the custodian of such fine motor cars. 
While still younger than most present 
(I’m 46), I felt closer in age to this 
socially active group. 


Day Two 

Friday morning was both April Fool’s 
Day and the first of the legendary Silver 
Ghost Dawn Patrols, for which I had 
acquired entry tickets at dinner the night 
before. Although there were touring 
bodied cars galore, my local knowledge 
came to the fore and I elected to travel in 
the enclosed comfort of Peter Crauford’s 
unique 1923 Park Ward Saloon, 38EM. 
Built for an Australian client (the lack 
of a divider being a dead giveaway 

of antipodean ancestry), this car had 
survived a Roll-Over en route to the 
1956 Olympic Games and was returned 
to its former condition to give nearly 50 
more years of faithful service. I doubt 
Peter would disagree with me when I 
suggest that it is almost time for another 
facelift, if only a minor one. 


a5 


4517 


First Timers and Old Timers 


Peter was experiencing fuel 
mixture problems and we had to stop 
at one point near Queanbeyan so that 
the problem could be sorted. Never 
one to leave colleagues in the lurch is 
this mob, as we were soon surrounded 
by a half dozen fellow Patrollers, 
each of whom offered as a minimum 
helpful suggestions while more than 
one appeared to have the expertise to 
both diagnose and prescribe at least a 
temporary remedy. 

Within 10 minutes we were 
on our way, the car still giving less than 
its best as it struggled to climb hills it 
would in normal circumstances sail up 
undaunted. 

Breakfast is worthy of an 
article on its own. I love a hearty 
breakfast and ACT Club member hosts 
are obviously of the same view as we 
gorged ourselves at Googong Dam on 
a repast so replete that I am only now 
beginning to lose the effects of it. There 
was even a generator, located discreetly 
over the hill, to power the non-gas 
cooking appliances that ringed the 
barbeque area. 

Meanwhile, a circle formed 
around 38EM as she was coaxed back 
into an acceptable fuel/air ratio range 
for the return journey. Although it was 
by now much warmer than when we 
departed, I stuck with the Saloon just 
to see how well it went when in tune. 
Needless to say, the old girl positively 
purred all the way back to HQ. 

A tush trip to Sydney then 
ensued so that I could collect my 
Continental R from where it was still 
garaged. I was determined to be back 
before 2pm so as to miss only the 
morning technical sessions but fate 
again intervened in the form of an insect 


come to the next Federal 
Rally and witness first 
hand the wonderful 
camaraderie of club 
members at play. 


Day Three 

Fortunately for all 
concerned, the day 
dawned cold and clear, 
a sure sign of fine sunny 
weather to follow. And 
so it turned out. 

The logistics 
of taking two cars to the showing 
grounds of Federation Mall involved 
a second driver and a great sense of 
timing. This event was unlike other car 
club concours with which I am familiar, 
where less than 5 per cent of exhibitors 
submit themselves to the full rigours of 
Concours judging. Here, I was pleased 
to note, more than one quarter of this 
gathering was concentrated at the top of 
the Mall — the place where the judges do 
their thing. 

While no advertising was made 
of the Concours, the public did turn out 
in reasonable number. After all, where 
does one see more than 150 Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars at one time — or 
even in a lifetime of general motoring? 

What impressed me most was 
the diversity of models and the distances 
many participants travelled to attend the 
event. Every State and Territory except 
Northern Territory was represented 
and every significant model was 
displayed. Age ranged from 95 (1910 
Roi-des-Belges Silver Ghost) to 0 (2005 
Phantom, Arnage and Continental GT) 
with almost proportional representation 
across the ages. 


lan Campbell’s 1992 Bentley 

Continental R, BBN42058, resplendent on 
the Concours d’Elegance judging field. 
Photograph courtesy of Neil Matthews. 


Photos will do more justice 
to this portion of the Rally than words 
could ever do, yet I was struck with the 
lasting image of one old man in a furry 
Russian hat, sitting in a comfortable 
chair, walking stick in hand, smoking 
and cursing his good fortune to have 
been born of a father that loved him and 
left to him the means to enjoy many 
Rolls-Royces throughout his long and 
debauched life. Many of you will know 
him, others will know of him, but he was 
the only one there who looked like he 
had been around for almost as long as 
the marque itself. 

Look elsewhere in this issue for 
the full Concours results. Modesty does 
not forbid me mentioning the win by my 
T2. I was humbled to be in such great 
company. 

The fun atmosphere of 
Questacon is well known to parents of 
children of all ages here in Canberra 
and it was children of all ages who 
descended on Questacon when the 


The Old Timer “ina furry Russian Hat”, is 
Terry Bruce, who has been attending Federal 
Rallies since 1961. A Foundation Member of 
the Victoria Branch, Terry 8 inventive antics 
have never been matched in the Clubs history. 
Shown here is the Spirit of Ecstacy mounted 


swarm at Lake George, so the afternoon 
consisted of de-bugging the car before 
they set. 

The Friday evening Reception 
was a very convivial affair and provided 
the perfect opportunity to get to know 
someone with your hands full of either 
food or drink or, if uniquely gifted, both Peter Davidson is on the left and Peter Moran 
at the same time. Some turned in early, on the right. Photograph courtesy of Bryan 
others kicked on. There will be stories Inder. 
to be told, I’m sure, but better still, 


on his walking stick with the rear-view 
mirror attached. For more of his fantastic 
creations see ‘In the Rear-View Mirror’. 
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Federal Rally went feral for a few 

short hours. Designed to teach science 
by stealth, the array of “hands on” 

and “bottoms on” devices generally 
ensures the active involvement of those 
who thrill to learn through doing. So 
successful was the night for most 

who bothered to attend that it is being 
considered part of the orientation 
program for all future Federal Members 
of Parliament. I surmise that Members 
of the House of Representatives will 
particularly enjoy going up and down in 
the one spot, while Senators are more 
likely to prefer going round and round in 
circles. 


Day Four 

Winding down with an Observation 
Run to nearby Bungendore was a 
masterstroke. A quiet run in the 

country and some simple pleasures like 
a picnic and Gymkhana seemed most 
appropriate. The weather turned nasty 
with strong winds and dust, making 

the great outdoors a less than pleasant 
place to be. With 38EM diagnosed with 
a cracked manifold, I loaned Peter and 
Liz Crauford the Continental R to get 
around in while I put the kid gloves 
away and took the T2 out of its cleanest 
ever condition for a good old dust bath at 
Bungendore. 

No doubt the best dress-up part 
of the Rally, the Presentation Dinner was 
held in Old Parliament House with all 
frocked and suited up to the nines for a 
night of speeches, prizes, food, wine and 
applause. I was fortunate to be seated at 
a table of very sophisticated and urbane 


folk from 3 continents, all of whom 
seemed to share my appetite for red wine 
and my enthusiasm for winning. Did I 
mention that my wonderful T2 won the 
ER Rainsford Trophy for Best Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T series? What a thrill, 
and a tribute to the many fine men and 
women whose expertise restored her to 
close to her former glory. Then all it 
took was an incredible lot of cleaning. 
How close was the scoring? Well, I have 
no idea. But I do know that not having 
the tool kit in my otherwise pristine 
Continental R cost me up to 10 points 
~—not an easy number to catch up. Still, 
that is my fault for not investigating 
far enough when the car was left in the 
hands of experts for detailing. 

Dinner was convivial in 
the extreme. I learned much of the 
provenance of both my cars (two former 
owners of one of them were in fact 
seated at my table) and the speeches 
were kept to an acceptable number 
and length in view of the many things 
that apparently need to be said on such 
occasions. Federal President Bryan 
Inder gave the best speech I have 
heard at a club gathering (and I have 
been to many) with just the right tone 
of solemnity, tempered with sparks of 
humour. It was certainly “rightly done.” 
Old FHR himself would have been 
pleased. 

A farewell breakfast rounded 
off a most enjoyable Rally and allowed a 
daytime departure in much fairer weather 
for the older brigade. Some would take 
days to get home. 


lan Campbell and the other passengers enjoyed the enclosed comfort of Peter and 
Elizabeth Crauford’s 1923 Silver Ghost, 38EM. as it headed off on a Dawn Patrol, followed 
by Denis Deasey'’s 1925 Silver Ghost, 122EU. Photograph courtesy of Chris Gillings. 


The Future 

I know not what 2006 brings but if it is 
at all feasible, I’ll be back. This time, 
certainly with a tool kit in each car, in 
Orange, and certainly with a far greater 
knowledge and appreciation of just how 
widely respected and admired are the 
products of these men of vision and 
uncompromising standards. Sitting in 
Old Parliament House, I tried to imagine 
what they could have done for politics 
had they preferred to deal in the affairs 
of state. I imagine they might have 
considered it a waste of productive time, 
but wouldn’t they have solved some of 
the world’s problems? 

We lucky few should rejoice 
in our good fortune to care for these 
living time capsules. They come from 
an era of excellence that it has taken 
the invention of supercomputers to 
match. They have adapted with the 
times and are now almost unrecognisable 
from what they once were, yet are still 
unquestionably individual. They will 
continue, however irrationally, to be 
regarded as a barometer of success, or 
even excess. Perhaps criticised too, for 
being built only for the elite. Yet I like 
to quote Robert Frost in these matters: 
“The best things and best people rise 
out of their separateness; I’m against a 
homogenized society because I want the 
cream to rise”’. 

As I sit here this ANZAC 
Day 2005, I wonder that none of the 
survivors of Gallipoli are here any longer 
to remind us of our formative past. Yet, 
as with gallantry and as with all things 
noble, all things rightly done, however 
humble, will be remembered. And in 
the case of Rolls, Royce and WO, their 
legacy will continue to live among us for 
as long as we take the care to preserve 
their cars, the embodiment of their 
ideals. 

Footnote: As I watched the 
ABC news highlights of ANZAC 
marches across the country, I could 
not help but notice the extraordinary 
conveyance of the only remaining 
WWI digger well enough to participate 
—a gentleman from Perth, carried with 
extreme dignity by a Bentley Azure. 
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Above: Tom Clarke presented “Old 
Australian Rolls-Royces Revisited” to an 
appreciative audience. 


Above: Welcome from Manuela and Martin 
Bennett on behalf of the ACT Branch. 


Above. Peter Mitchell, left represented 
Crewe Genuine Parts and with Al 
Kinloch, ACT Branch President, 
welcomed members and guests to 

the 47th Federal Rally. Left: Bevin 
Clayton, represented Trivett Classic, 
seen here with 2005 Phantom, 
AS400105, at Federation Mall during 
the Concours d’Elegance. 


Above: Ken Boxall, Manager of the 
Paint & Panel Division of Bentley 
Sydney, attended to some minor 
detailing on 2005 Bentley Continental 
GT, BE525795, after the trip to 
Canberra. 


Right: the Presentation Dinner at Old 
Parliament House: top, ‘Reserved’ 

- for visiting dignatories and people 
who start Rolls-Royce car clubs - Tom 
and Fiona Clarke (UK) 
with Paul Samuels 
(ACT) - Tom Clarke 
proposed the toast to 
the Founders and Paul 
Samuels proposed the 
toast to the Club, far 
right, Colin Kelly, 
Regional Director, Asia 
Pacific, spoke on behal 
of Rolls-Royce Motor § 
Cars; right, Di Kinloch 
was Master of Ceremo- © 
nies. 


Above: A veteran Silver Ghost and a 
veteran of Club rallies, 1910 Silver 
Ghost, 2145, was present at the first 
interstate meeting in Wagga Wagga in 
June 1959. 


Photographs this page courtesy of 

Barrie Gillings, Ian Dunn, 
Graham Cornish, Susan Flashman, Below: The Governor General’s 
Neil Matthews and Michael Zwar. Phantom VI with guard dog. 


Fun and games. top, Theo and Edith Nelson 
at Questacon; below, Mark Herbstreit and 
Edward King had fun as well as success in the 
Gymkhana. 


he Twenty horsepower 
Dinner was held at 
the Commonwealth 


Club on Wednesday 30 March, 
immediately preceding the 
Federal Rally itself. Greg and 
Sue Dunstan from Brisbane, 
Bill and Wendy Wauchope from 
South Australia joined David and 
Diana Jones, Rod Hanson and 
George and Fiona Forbes from 
Victoria. NSW included new 
Twenty owner Chris Gillings, 
John Matheson and Jeanne Eve 
as well as Clare and myself. 
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The Rolls-Royce Twenty as well 
as sources of information and 


* spares. The session had to be 


the most comprehensive ever, 
complete with handout. There 
is no doubt that we have as our 
Registrar here in Australia, the 
most knowledgable person in 
relation to Twentys, alive today. 
The Rally itself was 
very enjoyable and it was fun to 
see the return of the gymkhana 
events, which provided 
amusement for the participants 


RES x as well as the spectators. The 


unofficial slow race was won 
was one of relaxed conviviality enjoyed by all. by Paul Lukes’ Phantom II. 

The Rally itself was a bit light on in Peter Moran, where were you in 
David and Ellen Bailie and Les the Twenty department, only four being present, GA79? 
and Carol Hearne. Our Federal namely: Bill and Wendy Wauchhope in 1924, 
President Brian Inder and Michele GAK33, Maloney Boat-tail, which was trailored 
Bussell joined us for coffee. The from South Australia to save time; Jim and 
table was decorated with the Dorothy Kelso for NSW in the award winning Cremorne, a distance of over 
obligatory Twenty hp flags and on record breaking 1924 Barker All-weather, GRK81; 2000 kms without mechanical 
this occasion also busts of the the Bob Clarke’s very original 1927 Melbourne Motor incident and averaging 20 miles 
Rs, kindly supplied by David Axe. Body Saloon, GAJ26; and, Clare and my 1922 per gallon. The trip, then, must 
Diskon and Molyneux Tourer 42G1. challenge Jim Kelso’s record of 

The technical session was held on 
Friday afternoon and was well attended. The 


Later small horsepower owners 
included Gilbert and Nanette 
Ralph, David and Nancy Axe, 


Clare and I drove on 
to Albury, Melbourne, Torquay, 
Benalla, Yass then home to 


The Dinner was an opportunity 
for like-minded owners to meet, last year, but I am not sure how. 
We must have taken longer and 


had more stops, however, we 


which is not always possible at 
the Rally itself. Diana Jones spoke session was very well prepared and presented by 


on her experiences of taking a Bob Clarke with 42G1 reposing on the hoist for did pass tow trucks uphill. In 
Twenty to Europe and stressed the examination, presenting a great opportunity to addition, we climbed Conroys 
importance to the ladies of taking wipe the underneath prior to the Concours the next Gap out of Bowning in top gear, 


the trouble to become familiar day. Bob covered various parts, engine, electrical, 
with driving the cars because one instruments, steering, autovac, carburettor and 
never knows when the occasion of rear end from make up and maintenance points of 


a thing the Twenty has never 
done in the past during my whole 
forty plus years of s 


necessity may arise. The evening view. He covered the few errors in John Fasal’s ownership. 


Top: 1922 20 hp, 42G1, 
at the Gynkhana at 
Bungendore. Left: 
David Davis received 
the Class Award for 
42G1. Photographs 

- Editor. Right: At the 
Twenty Register Dinner, 
seated from the left, 
Fiona Forbes, Bryan 
Inder, Michele Bussell 
and Sue Duncan, behind 
standing, Diana Jones 
and David Davis. 

_ Photograph courtesy of 
Diana Jones. 
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Bottom left: A distinguished 
group of famous and notorious 
Twenty owners, from the left, 
George Forbes, Terrv Bruce 
seated, David Davis and David 
Jones. Bottom right: Bob Clarke 
presented the Twenty technical 
session to an appreciative 
audience. 


4521 


Top left: Jim and Dorothy Kelso s (NSW), 1924, GRK81, Barker 
All-weather; Above and top right: Bill and Wendy Wauchope ’s (SA), 
1924, GAK33, Maloney Boat-tail; Below left: Bob Clarke’ (ACT), 1927 GAJ26, Melbourne 
Motor body Saloon: Below right: David and Clare Davis’ (NSW), 1922 20 hp, 42G1, Diskon 
& Molyneux Tourer. Photographs this page courtesy of Graham Cornish, Susan Flashman, 
Barrie Gillings, Chris Gillings and Neil Matthews. 
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Above: John Matheson and Jeanne Eve 
(NSW), 1924 Silver Ghost, 64EU, 
Smith & Waddington Tourer. 


Dawn Patrols 


Two traditional Dawn Patrols were 
supported by members unfamiliar with 
early morning, hood down motoring. 
Only seven cars were available so 

we were limited to approximately 20 
passengers on both the Friday and 
Sunday mornings. I would like to 
thank, on behalf of all the participants 
and drivers, Kerry and Karen Bos 
form the ACT Branch, who catered 
for our breakfast both mornings and 
at different venues just to make it 
easy for them. All agreed that it was a 
very fine breakfast indeed. Thank you 
owners/drivers for the cars, the 7 am 
start and fuel, etc. 


Dawn Patrols: above, 
Trish Lenehan and 
below, Keith Drew 
setting out in 8&LK. 


Silver Ghosts at 
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Rex Vincent 
Silver Ghost Registrar 


hirteen Ghosts arrived in Canberra at 

the new format Federal Rally. Five 
other owners chose to bring different 
models, however, all present participated 
in the extended program which four/five 
days allowed the organizers to run. 

The Ghost Register Dinner was 
well attended by 45 members and friends 
at the picturesque Boathouse restaurant 
on Thursday evening. 


Above. At Federation Mall, looking 
alongside 1925 Silver Ghost, 122EU, 
towards Old Parliament House: below: 
Bill Hall at the wheel of 1912 Silver Ghost, 
2145, at Bungendore; bottom right: Bryan 
Inder s 1922 Silver Ghost, 1211G, heads 
the line up at a breakfast stop on a Dawn 
Patrol. 


Photographs this page and opposite 
from Graham Cornish, Barrie Gillings, 
Chris Gillings, Amanda Henderson, 
Neil Matthews and Editor. 
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the Federal Rally 


Above: Peter and Joyce Cox (SA ), I 920. 
Silver Ghost, 49F W, Horner & Ward 
Tourer. 


Technical Session 


The Friday morning technical session 
was supported by a PowerPoint 
presentation and samples where 
possible of the topical components. 


Topics covered included: 


* Lubricating oils 

* Ghost BSF fasteners and sources for 
them 

* Valve stem lubrication and protection 
* Tappet seals to reduce oil loss 

* Replacement block options 

* Replacement fuses 

* Wheel weights 

* The evolution of Springfield Silver 
Ghost engines including starting 
carburetors, both manifolds, remote 
oiling, etc. 


If anybody requires additional 
information on these topics please 
contact me. 
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Silver Ghosts at the Federal Rally 


Top left: Denis Deasey (VIC), 1925 Silver Ghost,122EU, T H Gill Coupe; 
top right: Keith and Robyn Drew (TAS), 1923 Silver Ghost, 88LK, Fry & 
Sons Roadster; left. Laurie and Coralie Ogle (NSW), 1923 Silver Ghost, 
14PK, Barker Tourer; below left: Max and Judy Houston (NSW), 1921 
Silver Ghost, 76JG, Houston Tourer; below right: Peter and Elizabeth 
Crauford (VIC), 1923 Silver Ghost, 38EM, Park Ward Saloon. 


The 2006 Federal Rally taking place in Orange will be in the same 


Below left: Graham and Barbara Mead (UK). at: 
1920 Silver Ghost, 35TW, Tourer: below middle: format supplemented by a Wholly Ghost Tour commencing in 


Keith Wherry and Marie Harland (NSW), 1912 Melbourne on or about 26 March and finishing Brisbane 17 April. 
Silver Ghost, 2133, Williams Tourer; below Overseas visitors celebrating 100 years of the Silver Ghost are 
right: Pat Brassil (ACT), 1924, 48RM, George encouraged to come to Australia for this event. Suggestions and 
Williams Tourer . assistance with planning would be greatly appreciated. 


Rex Vincent 
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Overall Winner Bill Hall NSW 

Masters’ Class Barrie Childs NSW 

E J Vidler Shield for Age and Authenticity Bill Hall NSW 

Company Trophy for Best Restoration Bill Hall NSW 

Best Pre-War Car David and Diana Jones VIC 
Best Post-War Car Paul Lukes NSW 

Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy Michael Zwar ACT 
Australian Coachwork Trophy Stephen Foley NSW 

Bentley Trophy Greg Newton NSW 

Frank Cove Trophy Alastair and Di Kinloch ACT 


David McPhee QLD 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy 
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1912 Silver Ghost, 2145, Cabriolet by Roger Fry & Sons 
1936 Bentley 4% litre, B151GP, Saloon by H J Mulliner 
1912 Silver Ghost, 2145, Cabriolet by Roger Fry & Sons 
1912 Silver Ghost, 2145, Cabriolet by Roger Fry & Sons 
1935 3% litre Bentley, B179CW, Drophead Coupe by 
Park Ward 

1965 Silver Cloud III, SJR155, Standard Saloon 

1949 Silver Wraith, WFC67, Touring Limousine by 
Hooper 

1925 Phantom I, 30LC, California Top Tourer by 
Jackson, Jones & Collins 

1959 Bentley $1, B619FD, Drophead Coupe by 

Vintage Motor Garage 


é 


Concours d'Elegance Results - 47 th Federal Rally, Canberra, 30 March - 4 April 2005 


4526 


PRACLARVM 


Phantoms at the Federal Rally 


FW he Federal Rally held in Canberra 
Ll this year was a great success. 
Everybody had a full itinerary of things 
to do and all the Registers were busy. 
The Derby Phantom Register 
kicked off its events on Wednesday 
night with a rowdy, cook your own 
type of dinner where everyone got into 
the spirit of the night at the local pub. 
On the Thursday morning, 
Federal President Bryan Inder, Federal 
Secretary Judith Merlin and myself 
met with the Registrars of the different 
Registers to talk about any issues and 
prepare a report for the Federal Council 
Meeting that day. The enthusiasm 
shown by all the Registrars was very 
encouraging and augers well for the 
continuing success of the Register 


system. 

Friday morning was the 
Derby Phantom workshop where I 
gave a demonstration to a big group 
of enthusiasts on the electrolytic 
corrosion removal method that I have 
been developing. All present were very 


, See : Ds tat me 
Above: Paul and Dorothy Hesse (NSW), 
1929 Phantom IT, 106XJ, Victor Broome 
Limousine; below. Don Young (NSW), 
1928 Phantom I, 42AL, modified Barker 
All-weather. bottom: 1938 Phantom IL, 
3DL134, Hooper Limousine. 
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by 
Mick Rust 
Derby Phantom Registrar 


interested and took home some bits I had 
taken to the Rally for the demonstration 
so they could make their own kit. 
Graham Mead, the incredible 
collector of Rolls-Royces followed with 
a fascinating power-point presentation 
of the restoration of the experimental car 
46PK. The story of this restoration was 
in Praeclarum recently, but for Members 
to be able to see it on the screen, plus 
being able to ask questions of the man 
who did a large amount of the work on 


Above: Mick Rust (WA), 1929 Phantom 
II, 61WJ, Fry Boat-tail Tourer and Paul 
Lukes and Clare Gordon-Lukes (NSW), 
1929 Phantom II, 111WJ, Williams Tourer; 
below: Chris Gillings at the wheel of 1930 
Phantom Il, 147GN, Hooper Landaulette 
de Ville. 
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Photographs from Graham Cornish, 
Barrie Gillings, Chris Gillings, Amanda 
Henderson, Neil Matthews, and Editor. 


the car himself was a privilege. We 
thank Graham for his enthusiasm. 

Our trip to the Rally started 
when Glenice and I picked up 61 WJ 
in Melbourne. We stayed with those 
great Rolls-Royce enthusiasts, David 
and Ellen Bailie at Castlemaine for a 
number of days. While in the area we 
went to see Alan Hocking who lives 
in Bendigo and is restoring PII 90SK, 
a Barker Continental Touring Saloon. 
And what a job he is doing. Any 
Member who thinks that “they cannot 
do this, or cannot do that”, should 
go and see Alan for inspiration. The 
standard of workmanship that he has 
achieved is a credit to him. I am sure 
he will agree that it has not all been 
plain sailing, but by taking a little time 
and talking through problems with 
knowledgable people he is achieving a 
masterful restoration. 

llook forward to meeting Derby 
Phantom owners in Orange next year, 
if not before, somewhere on the open 


road. 


ey ey png os. ia — 
Above: Phil and Nada Dickinson (NSW), 
Phantom IT, 173RY, Park Ward Saloon; 
below. John and Sofija Virgo (SA), 1934 
Phantom II, 80SK, Arthur Mulliner 
Limousine; bottom: Al and Di Kinloch 
(ACT), Phantom I, 44SC, Martin & King 
Saloon. 
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Award Winning Cars 


Above: Denis Deasy’s 
1925 Silver Ghost,122EU. 
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Above. Bill Hall’s 1912 Silver Ghost, 2145, Cabriolet by Roger Fry. 
Left and below: Right and 
Barrie Childs and below. Michael 
1936 Bentley 4'4 Zwar and 1949 


litre, B151GP. Silver Wraith, 


WFC67. 


Above: Rex Vincent and Stephen Foley 
with top 1938 25/30hp, GGR45 and 
below 1925 Phantom I, 30LC. oa _ sis Sigg at 


Below. David and Diana Jones's 1935 Below: Lex Lynch's 1950 Bentley Below. George Forbes’ 1995 Bentley 
Bentley 34 litre, BI79CW. Mk VI, BIILIN. Turbo S, BTS56810. 
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Photographs from Graham Cornish, Susan Flashman 


, Barrie Gillings, Chris 
Gillings, Amanda Henderson, Val Keogh, Neil Matthews, and Editor. 
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Left and above: 


Above and right: 


Paul Lukes and Above and right: 
, 1965 Silver Chris O'Rourke and Greg Newton and 
Cloud HI, 1957 Silver Cloud I, 1959 Bentley S1. 


SIRISS. SEDS1. Bo19FD. 
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1956 Bentley S1,B488AN, James Yul os spe senag Saloon, 
. Saloon Martin and Manuela Bennett-(ACT). fae: y 
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; Pann Silver Spur (96); ver Spirit IT, 
iets se ANT5S9194, Peter Moran (NSW). ASM34904, Stewart Begg (NSW). 
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Photographs from Graham Cornish, 
Susan Flashman, Barrie Gillings, 
lan Dunn, and Editor. 
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Heidi and Peter Craig (NSW) with 
1974 Silver Shadow, SRH19392, 
which Heidi drove with consummate 
skill in the Gymkana. Photographs 
from Graham Cornish and Editor. 


Bi 

You are cordially invited to the 48th Federal Rally, 
The Western Gold Rally, and the soth Anniversary > 
celebrations of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia @ 
to be held at Orange, the Golden West district of 
New South Wales, 5-10 April, 2006. 


Tan Campbells 1992 Bentley Continental R on the road to 
Orange, NSW. Photograph courtesy of lan Campbell. 
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Federal President 
Bryan Inder 


I am pleased to present my annual report for the 
year 2004-2005. 2004 was a momentous year 
for our Club. The members participated in a fine 
Praeclarum Federal Rally in Melbourne, being 
part of the Centennial World Tour. Then joining 
our sister clubs worldwide in the celebrations 
of the centenary of the first Royce car, and the 
meeting of Royce and Rolls. 

With many other Australian Club 
members I attended the close of the Centennial 
World Tour at the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc. 
National Meet in Monterey, USA. A number of 
interesting innovations are incorporated in their 
rallies which I feel could also be implemented 
here. Various group dinners occur each night on 
a longer rally, and I have already incorporated 
these in this rally as Register dinners. There is 
a very well organised swap meet displaying 
and selling club memorabilia, together with 
members, dealers, and trade stalls selling 
anything and everything to do with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley. This was in the hotel ballroom all 
week providing a great source of parts and other 
items for members. This I feel we could place 
in our busy Federal Rally schedule, even over a 
shorter time. Also several of our Branches have a 
large range of excellent memorabilia which I feel 
should be available at all Federal Rallies, and a 
more concerted effort should be made to enable 
this to happen for the benefit of all members and 
their branch treasury. 

Praeclarum saw a very smooth 
change of Editors, when Martin Bennett after 
twenty-one years of fantastic work handed over 
to David Neely. This was no mean feat, and as 
we have seen the previous high standard has 
become even higher, if that is possible. Again 
six issues of Praeclarum were published in 
2004. The ‘Events Calendar’ in Praeclarum, 
instigated last year, for the Branches to publish 
their events each issue, should help members in 
their plans to visit other Branch functions on 
interstate visits. My annual Federal President’s 
Report [this report], together with the Branch 
Reports, and an abbreviated Federal financial 
report are to be published together in a future 
issue of Praeclarum. 

I travelled to Melbourne last 
September to launch the book Jn The Rear-View 
Mirror, by David Neely, a fascinating history of 
our Club. The Sir Henry Royce Foundation made 
the publication possible, for which the Club is 
very grateful. During the year I had a meeting 
with the Trustees of The Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation in Sydney. 

Chassis Plate is to be printed in the 
middle of 2005. We thank our hard working 
Federal Registrar David Vann, who again 
undertook the production of this list of Club 
members and associated important information. 
A tremendous amount of work goes into 
this publication and I know how useful this 
information is to our members and the general 
running of the Club. 

The Federal webmaster Chris Gillings 
has again worked tirelessly for our Club. I would 
like to thank him and David Gore, a moderator, 
for all their very hard work and improvemenis 
to the club web-site. Some of the users of the 
technical forum strayed from the technical topics 
and I instructed that all users must strictly stick 


to the technical topics on hand without personal 
references. 

The Registers have become an 
integral part of Club life, and their well attended 
annual weekends away, and technical sessions 
well attest their existence. I am hoping that the 
remaining Register groups will become active 
in the next twelve months. The Federal Rally in 
Canberra started earlier on Wednesday this year to 
accommodate the Register dinners and technical 
and other sessions. The extra length of time of 
the Federal Rally should make the journey even 
more worthwhile for the Club members, and at 
the same time gives the members more time to 
socialise with the seminars helping the members 
understand their vehicles and keep them on the 
road. 

A number of important issues are to 
be dealt with at this Federal Council meeting 
including appointment of a Federal Registrar of 
Judges, a sub-committee report on the criteria 
for Honorary Life Membership and a report on 
a proposal for Club headquarters. This is apart 
from the general business of the running of the 
Club. The Federal trophies will need a cabinet to 
be purchased for their permanent display at the 
‘Archive’ at The Sir Henry Royce Foundation in 
Melbourne between rallies. 

The Federal Treasurer, Mick Rust, is 
to be congratulated for all his superb and diligent 
work resulting in another pleasing profit. His 
good book keeping, and our advertising revenue, 
and the sale of the commissioned Doulton plates 
helped this (a good profit is far superior to a 
loss). Our Treasurer spent considerable time on 
the insurance policies for the Club. I would also 
like to sincerely thank our Federal Secretary, 
Judith Merlin, for all her good work in the last 
twelve months; the paperwork associated with 
the calling of this meeting consumed many extra 
trees! The Federal Executive, being the Federal 
Secretary, the Federal Treasurer and myself 
have been on the telephone many times each 


week, and I have met with them on a number of 
occasions. 

We are all indeed fortunate to be 
members of this great Club, led by committed 
Branch Presidents and committees and magazine 
editors. We should all be immensely proud 
of the work they do. J am looking forward to 
this Federal Rally here in Canberra and know 
that a great deal of hard work has gone into its 
organisation. I thank Alastair Kinloch and his 
team of diligent workers for acceding to my 
every wish. 

I have enjoyed my time as Federal 
President over the last two years, and subject to 
a confirmation vote, I am pleased to report that 
the Federal Executive are happy to stand again 
for the next twelve months. 


Federal Treasurer 
Mick Rust 


It gives me great pleasure to present to Council 
the audited financial statement for the year 
January-December 2004. We are in a sound 
position and this has been made possible by a 
number of factors. 

The generous gesture by the Federal 
President, Bryan Inder, to absorb all incidental 
costs associated with the design and manufacture 
of the Rolls-Royce Centennial plate, which 
members purchased. This enabled us to make 
a substantial profit. I also pursued all debtors 
with a firm but fair approach. As some of our 
advertisers are fellow Club members, we must 
use this attitude. There are no accounts that are 
of concern and there is no provision for bad 
debts. 

All Branches paid their accounts 
promptly and this has made budgeting and 
paying our accounts easier. In December 2004, 
after consultation with the Federal president, I 
was able to place a further $10,000 in a term 
deposit to give a total of $20,000 earning interest. 


Federal Finances 


The financial accounts for the year ended 31 December 2004 were presented and passed at the Federal 
Council meeting held at the Canberra Federal Rally. In summary, the results were: 


Profit from comissioning and sale of the 3745 

Royal Doulton Centenary Plates 

Surplus from Praeclarum advertising revenue and sale to Branches, less 6265 

printing and postage costs and all recurring costs 

Registers levy less amounts paid to Registrars 1378 

Other income including interest 1390, 
12778 

Less: non-recurring items 2315 

arrears of Editor's honorarium 4200 6515 

Net Income 6263 

Cash, term deposit and debtors 37806 

Creditors 1652 
36154 

Trophies at valuation 30585 

Net Worth 66739 


Summary prepared by John Hiscox (NSW) 
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This was done with enough resources available 
in our general account to pay all accounts as they 
fell due. During the period, we were able to bring 
the honorarium paid to the Editor of our national 
magazine, Praeclarum, up to a per issue basis 
rather than on an arrears basis. 

I therefore believe that our financial 
position is sound, which is what an entity of 
1,000 members would expect. 


New South Wales Branch 
David Marshall-Martin 


Hopefully, being elected unopposed to the 
position of President shows confidence in the 
candidate. Thus was I privileged to follow in 
the footsteps of Jeanne Eve, who had borne the 
mantle of President for the past two years. The 
continued successes of the New South Wales 
Branch are due to the excellence work of Jeanne 
Eve, Tony Ward, Kim Stapleton, Bob Tompkins 
and many other past presidents and committee 
members. 

It is with great sadness that I have to report 
the death of a long-standing stalwart of the 
Branch, Melva Tompkins. Melva was the editor 
of London & Derby, our monthly magazine, for 
many years. In 2003 Bob and Melva were jointly 
presented with the George Sevenoaks medal for 
outstanding service to the Branch and last year 
they were each presented with their twenty year 
membership badges. Melva was a grand lady and 
she will be sadly missed. 

Continuing a tradition started some years 
ago our Branch awards Continuous Membership 
Badges each year at the Presentation Dinner. 
Besides Bob and Melva Tompkins, Graham 
McDonald, Andy McFarland and Neville and 
Rhondda Vassallo received twenty year badges; 
Bob duCros, Max Houston, Michael Melliar- 
Phelps, Kevin Ringham, Charles Shores and Bob 
Walton received thirty year badges and Geoffery 
Harrison was awarded a forty year badge. Such 
commitment to the Club is highly commendable. 
In addition to the presentation of the concours 
trophies and the literary awards, David Neely 
launched Jn the Rear-View Mirror for the New 
South Wales Branch with a complimentary copy 
for the Club library. 

There are several things in this Branch which 
keeps it going from strength to strength. Firstly 
is the Committee. They are a committed band of 
enthusiasts who rarely miss either a Committee 
meeting or a general meeting, and who are 
usually in attendance at nearly every event which 
is organised. The list has not changed a lot since 
last year: Alan Simpson is Senior Vice-President, 
with Mal Henderson stepping into the position 
of Vice-President. Judith Merlin and John 
Hiscox continue in the roles of Secretary and 
Treasurer respectively. The number of activities 
in the Branch is amazingly diverse with Robyn 
Henderson as the Co-ordinator. Under Margaret 
Gillings’ editorship London & Derby continues 
to provide the membership with a vast range of 
articles and views. And the membership of the 
Branch has grown by 59 with Bill Hardman as 
Membership Secretary. Many other Committee 
members keep things running smoothly through 
their contributions: Patty and John Aiosa, Leon 
de Bord, John Elmes, Chris Gillings, David 
Neely, Virginia Pang, and Malcolm Yell. Each is 
sincerely thanked for the time and effort they put 
into the Branch. 


Secondly, is the immense support of the 
general membership. Attendance at general 
meetings is always around the 50-60 number, 
often with many more when we have a guest 
speaker. Many of our technical days and events 
are quickly booked out. And four events have 
taken place which prove this very point. In 
July the Branch was part of a huge display at 
Motorex. We had 10 vehicles on display from a 
Silver Ghost to a Bentley Azure. The vehicles 
covered the 100 years since the meeting of Rolls 
and Royce. Thousands of people paid to enter 
the Motorex display and we had hundreds and 
hundreds of members of the public viewing our 
vehicles and asking lots of questions. In August 
we joined the 125 vehicle clubs as part of the 
Shannons Eastern Creek Classic Display Day. 
This year we hired a triple garage and mounted 
a beautiful display of vehicles, with a huge turn 
out from our members. We spilled over into 
other clubs’ areas and were lined along pit lane. 
We were honoured to win the Best Club Display 
and to receive the award from Her Excellency, 
Professor Marie Bashir, Governor of New South 
Wales. Malcolm Johns’ lovely Silver Ghost, 
‘The Dreamer’ was on display and was used to 
convey Her Excellency and Sir Nicholas around 
the race circuit leading the parade of Concours 
d’Elegance entrants. 

But we are not a Club to rest on our laurels 
and two weeks after this, we assembled at The 
Kings School in North Parramatta as part of the 
All British Day. We elected to make this event 
our Club’s Annual Display Day and Concours 
d’Elegance. And what a day! With over 70 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars we again won a 
prize for the Club. This was the shield for the 
largest participating club, which had been held 
by the Austin Motor Vehicle Club since 1999. 
The final display of the year was at the invitation 
of the organisers of the Sydney International 
Motor Show. We again put forward the ten 
vehicles we had previously used at Motorex. We 
had a wonderful position outside, right under the 
Motor Show banner and the display was a great 
hit and was viewed by thousands of people. 

As part of these public celebrations I arranged 
with Adriene Hurst, Editor of Australian Classic 
Car, to reproduce the articles on Rolls-Royce 
from their May 2004 issue. This finished as a 
very smart little magazine which we gave away 
to all our members and to the public at all of the 
above events. Surplus copies have been given to 
the Sir Henry Royce Foundation to be distributed 
to visitors of the museum. 

This is a wonderful Branch to be involved 
with and I look forward to working with the 
Committee as we prepare for the next Federal 
Rally. We imvite everyone to the Western 
Gold Rally in Orange, NSW at which we will 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the formation 
of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


Victoria Branch 
Eric Henderson 


The second year of my Presidency of the Victoria 
Branch has been very rewarding. Every member 
of the Committee has volunteered their time and 
energy to make this Club the most active and 
sociable in Australia. 

In the past year, our general meetings 
have been entertained by members including 
Chris Lenehan, Leo Hawkins, Beverly Larwill, 


George Santoro, Russell Rolls and Geoff 
Down. We have visited the VicRoads Traffic 
Management Centre, the Polly Woodside and 
the Lance Dixon Bentley showrooms at both 
Richmond and Doncaster. 

Our outings last year took us to 
Scienceworks at Spotswood (thanks to Neil 
and Louise Matthews), the RAAF Museum 
at Point Cook (thanks to Russell Rolls), the 
Narmbool outstation (thanks to Peter Hiscock), 
the National Wool Museum in Geelong (thanks 
to Paul and Marilyn Stokes), Wattle Park (thanks 
to Russell Rolls) and our Christmas picnic at 
Seville (thanks to John Mould). 

Our outings this year include the 
RACV Great Australian Rally, St Albans in 
Geelong (thanks to Geoff Sheppard), Trentham 
Falls (thanks to Chris and Trish Lenehan), 
Darling Park (thanks to Tim Dean), Yarra Burn 
Winery (thanks to Russell J S Rolls), the Musical 
Village at Darnum (thanks to Neil and Louise) 
and the Army Tank Museum at Puckapunyal 
(also thanks to Neil and Louise). 

Additional events have been 
organised by Victorian members of model 
Registers including John Harriman and Chris 
Lenehan, the ladies lunches (thanks to Marjorie 
Wilson) and garage visits (thanks to Neil 
Matthews) and judges training days (thanks to 
Paul and Marilyn Stokes, Nick Lang and Mark 
Herbstreit). 

Geoffrey May has been the quiet 
achiever of the Club who has generated 
substantial income to the Branch, Russell Rolls 
has carefully managed our liquidity and Louise 
Matthews has been our saviour by stepping 
forward as Secretary in October last year. 

I have organised only two events this 
past year. The Centennial World Tour attracted 
132 participants (66 from overseas) in 57 cars. 
The Praeclarum Rally attracted 386 participants 
(120 from overseas) in 168 cars. At Flemington 
racecourse there were 800 enthusiasts viewing 
270 cars. 

While I am_ personally proud 
of the success of these events, it was no 
accident; it was a team effort with dozens of 
members contributing. Tim Dean, Neil and 
Louise Matthews deserve special mention for 
distinguished service, beyond the call of duty. 
The General Travel Australia staff provided 
excellent support, our sponsors added significant 
value, we were blessed with perfect weather and 
more than four years of planning avoided many 
pitfalls. 

I am pleased to pass the Victoria 
Branch presidency into the safe hands of Neil 
Matthews supported by Tim Dean, Senior Vice- 
President, Chris Lenehan, Junior Vice-President, 
Louise Matthews as Secretary and Peter Jordan- 
Hill as Treasurer. [ again thank my family for all 
the support they have provided throughout the 
year. Without the love of Amanda, Alexander 
and Zara I could not have been President. 


South Australia Branch 
Keith van der Pennen 


For the purposes of fully outlining the Centenary 
Year activities of the SA Branch, I have included 
events prior to 1 July 2004 which have not been 
previously reported to the Federal Council. 

Our annual Concours d’Elegance 
held at the Goodwood Orphanage in March 
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2004 was very well attended with many 
superbly presented motor cars. John and Joy 
Burns’ magnificent Silver Ghost, Williams and 
Lamb tourer, Chassis 24LG, was overall winner 
and recipient of the President’s Trophy. The 
Masters’ Class trophy was awarded to James 
and Susan Chung’s 1980 Corniche Convertible, 
Chassis DRH50536. Trophies were presented at 
the Branch’s annual Presentation Dinner at Die 
Lenzerheide Restaurant in July. Heritage Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Birdwood, in April 
2004 saw a good representation of models from 
the Silver Ghost to the Silver Spirit, although 
attendance was not as high as expected. 

The Centenary Luncheon on 4 May 
at the Edinburgh Hotel, celebrating the initial 
meeting of C S Rolls and F H Royce, was 
held contemporaneously with Eastern States’ 
luncheons. It was indeed a splendid affair with 
full sets of cutlery and glasses, special Spirit of 
Ecstasy table decorations and framed portraits of 
the founders adorning the walls. A sumptuous 
Edwardian dinner was presented by the venue and 
the menus themselves were beautiful collector’s 
items. A toast to the Founders was timed to join 
with similar toasts around the country facing 
towards Manchester. Distinguished Branch 
Members Gavin Sandford-Morgan and David 
Forward outlined the lives and accomplishments 
of F H Royce and C S Rolls respectively. The 
Luncheon was a very fitting celebration of the 
Centenary of the initial meeting of these two 
great men. 

Our Annual General Meeting in July 
saw the Committee re-elected unopposed with 
Keith van der Pennen commencing his second 
year as President. Ray Zeffert relinquished his 
long standing role as Events Organiser and 
has taken up the new position of Membership 
Officer. Chief Judge John Virgo has taken on 
responsibility for Historic Vehicle registration. 
Both duties, previously handled by the Secretary, 
have become much more time consuming over 
the last few years and this change will allow 
the Branch Secretary to concentrate on core 
responsibilities of the position. Committee 
member Nigel Coombe left for the UK last 
December and the casual vacancy was filled 
by Gerhard Altdorffer. The Branch Committee 
continues to function very well in a friendly, 
cohesive and effective manner. 

Monthly Sunday runs to various 
places, combined with a lunch, have continued 
to prove very popular with members and, in 
response to a survey, more picnic type events 
have been scheduled. Technical events have 
proved difficult to arrange, although members 
expressed significant interest in these events 
in the survey. The Branch toured Mitsubishi’s 
Lonsdale plant, soon to be closed, and plans 
are in hand to tour Holden’s Elizabeth plant and 
the Australian Submarine Corporation’s facility. 
The Branch has also arranged runs to the Barossa 
Valley, Adelaide Hills, and the Fleurieu Peninsula 
and all events have been very well attended. 
We were pleased to host David Neely for the 
local launch of his wonderful new book, Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley in the Rear-View Mirror, in 
September 2004. Our annual weekend trip away 
in October 2004 to Barmera in the Riverland, 
with a visit to the Cobdogla Irrigation and Steam 
Museum, was again perfectly arranged by Henry 
and Helen Slater. 

The last Branch event of 2004 was 
a Christmas Picnic on 5 December at Carrick 


Hill’s lovely gardens. This location in the 
eastern suburbs of Adelaide provides a vast lawn 
area for parking and plenty of shady trees. The 
large turnout of cars and people was a fitting 
conclusion to the celebrations of the centenary 
year of Rolls-Royce. Events Organiser Sofija 
Virgo even managed to arrange a special visit 
from Father Christmas to mark the occasion! 

So far in 2005, the Branch has held 
a Judging Day, a breakfast run, to Hahndorf, 
participated in ‘All British Day’, and most 
recently arranged a regularity run to Seppeltsfield 
Winery in the Barossa Valley with a picnic lunch. 
The Concours d’Elegance will take place in a 
few weeks, again at the Goodwood Orphanage, 
with Heritage Day to follow in April at the 
Uraidla oval. 

SA Branch remains at nearly 160 
members, with a few non renewals balanced by 
new members. Sadly, SA Branch also saw the 
passing away of three members during the year, 
Ken Robins, Azizah Sawers and John Monaghan. 
There seems to be a steady influx of enquiries, 
with a significant proportion presenting on email. 
Many of the email enquiries are from interstate 
or even overseas, a testament to the high profile 
of the SA Branch website; these are redirected to 
more appropriate Branches or Clubs. 

The Committee has continued to 
improve services to SA Branch members. 
Southern Spirit was printed in partial colour in 
two issues to better display the cars present at 
the Centennial Year Concours d’Elegance and 
Heritage Day. A full colour PDF version of each 
edition, accessible via an internet download, 
continues to be popular. Newsletter editors, Alan 
and Marie Pearce, produce a superb newsletter 
and thanks are extended to them for their 
ongoing efforts. The Branch John Bull Library, 
housed at the Sporting Car Club, has had more 
books added to its collection as they became 
available. 

SA Branch continues to flourish 
with a wonderful sense of camaraderie. Much 
of this spirit derives from a cohesive, well 
functioning and dedicated Branch Committee. I 
thank all Committee members for their support 
and dedication but would particularly single 
out Carol van der Pennen as Secretary, James 
Chung as Treasurer and Sofija Virgo as Events 
Organiser. I also express particular appreciation 
to Ray Zeffert, who was Events Organiser for 
many years before retiring from this position at 
the last AGM; Ray remains an active Committee 
member, Eight of the ten Committee members 
have served on Committee for at least five years 
and show no inclination to retire, a testament to 
their willingness to serve the Branch and the 
pleasure derived from that service. 

I also thank the many non Committee 
SA Branch members who have provided 
invaluable assistance to the Branch over the 
last year. I would particularly like to single out 
Past Branch President David Forward who has 
written a very interesting series of articles for 
Southern Spirit about the early history of Rolls- 
Royce and continues as Branch Archivist and 
Historian. 


West Australian Branch 
Mick Rust 


The year 2004 was always planned to be a big 
year for our Branch as it was the Centenary of 
the meeting of Rolls and Royce that lead to the 


formation of the Company that is the maker of 
the cars that we admire today. For many months 
before May 4, plans had been put in place to 
have a re-creation of this historic meeting in a 
setting that befitted the times. An old hotel in the 
historic town of Guildford was located for the 
event and plans accelerated. It was decided that 
a group of thespians from the Club would play 
the parts of Rolls, Royce and Edmunds in a full 
re-enactment of the event. Extensive research 
on what the gentlemen would have eaten at the 
Midland Hotel in 1904 provided the menu for 
the day. Brown Windsor Soup and Beefsteak and 
Burgundy Pie were the most popular Members’ 
choices. All Members dressed in costume, their 
outfits providing the theme that made the dining 
room a spectacular visual experience. The WA 
Branch sponsored the event and all Members 
agreed that it had been one of the best days in 
the Club’s history. 

However, dark clouds were 
forming on the horizon. A group of Members 
unexpectedly served notice for an extraordinary 
meeting to propose a number of motions. How 
many Clubs in Australia, including ours, have 
been managed by volunteers such as these 
people giving years and years of unpaid service? 
It was however, pleasing to see one of the biggest 
attendances at a meeting, which rejected these 
motions. 

With this unfortunate episode behind 
us, I am pleased to report that the Club events 
have continued to be well attended. It is also 
heartening to see membership continuing to 
grow with a pleasing number of new Members 
joining with a wide variety of cars. 


Queensland Branch 
John Wright 


At the time of writing, membership of the 
Queensland Branch has risen to just over 130 
members with some 150 motor cars in their 
possession. This is a healthy sign due at least 
in part to the publicity given to the Rolls-Royce 
marque last year. The Branch also benefited from 
television publicity regarding the Centennial 
World Tour and the centenary of the meeting of 
Rolls and Royce, and a number of articles on the 
history of Rolls-Royce in motoring magazines. 

The Centenary Lunch was held at the 
Allan Border Field and was very well attended, 
especially given the midday timing of the event. 
The Allan Border pavilion was an excellent 
venue which gave a most impressive view of 
the cars parked around the boundary in front 
of the pavilion. A short segment on this activity 
appeared on local television news that evening 
featuring the celebrations as well as individual 
vehicles and their owners. 

Brett Roberts conducted another of 
his Navigation Runs which tested our powers 
of observation and our knowledge of Rolls- 
Royce facts and folklore. The run started on 
the north side of Brisbane and ended up on an 
acreage property of one of our members in the 
Gold Coast hinterland. The result was fiercely 
contested and had to be eventually resolved by 
further quizzing on Rolls-Royce history. 

The Concours d’Elegance was held 
as usual at historic Ormiston House overlooking 
Moreton Bay, and was the site of some of the 
earliest commercial agriculture around Brisbane. 
A special feature was made of the Phantoms 
of various ages. Her Excellency, Ms Quentin 
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Bryce, Governor of Queensland sent her 1972 
Phantom VI, while Bert Theiss was present in 
his 2003 Phantom, other members contributed a 
Phantom JI, a Phantom V and a New Phantom. 
This function has steadily increased in popularity, 
perhaps due in part to the informal nature of the 
competition. The ‘Show and Shine’ format 
enables greater participation in both judging 
and competition. It also relieves the cadre of 
experienced judges of the burden of judging for 
most of the day and therefore missing out on an 
excellent social occasion. It is planned that in 
the next few years there will be a combination of 
traditional Concours d’Elegance and ‘Show and 
Shine’ tn preparation for the 2007 Federal Rally. 

At the AGM in September a new 
Management Committee was elected which 
saw the retirement of Tony Lee and Fred 
Haughtey from the Committee. Both have done 
a great deal of work on behalf of the Branch, 
and Fred’s long-term contribution to the Club 
was recognised last year with the conferring 
of Honorary Life Membership. Peter Walsh 
of Shannon’s Insurance spoke about a number 
of facets of motor vehicle insurance which 
are relevant to Club members, while Glenys 
Sheppard provided another of her sumptuous 
suppers to end the evening. 

A number of objectives were 
determined by the new Committee, some of 
which have already been achieved; while others 
are, of necessity longer term. It was agreed to 
appoint assistants to Wallace Moorhouse as the 
Secretary and Russell Leitch as the Treasurer. 
Although these positions would not be part of 
the Management Committee as such, they would 
attend Committee meetings, enabling a smooth 
transition into the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s 
positions when required. Peter Barrow and Jeff 
Caulley have taken on the roles of Assistant 
Secretary and Assistant Treasurer respectively. 
While Russell foreshadowed his retirement 
as Treasurer during the term of the current 
Committee, Wallace has indicated a willingness 
to continue as Secretary. It is appropriate here to 
record the gratitude of the Branch for the long- 
term commitment of Wallace and Russell in their 
respective roles. 

It was also agreed that the 
appointment of a Chief Judge for the 2007 
Federal Rally should be made as soon as 
possible. This appointment will facilitate the 
training of judges for the 2007 Federal Concours 
d’Elegance, and preceding Branch events. | 
am pleased to advise that David Sheppard has 
accepted the position of Chief Judge. David 
brings to the position experience as a judge at 
Branch and Federal level as well as ownership of 
a variety of cars ranging from Phantom to Silver 
Shadow. David is being assisted in his role by a 
cadre of experienced local and interstate judges. 

The new Committee also saw the 
need to progress the planning of the 2007 
Federal Rally which it is proposed to hold on 
the Sunshine Coast of Queensland. A fairly 
comprehensive tender document, totalling 
about 15 pages in all was prepared by the 
Committee and sent to as many hotels/resorts 
as indicated a willingness to host the Rally. The 
aim of the tender documentation was to enable 
us to “compare apples with apples” and this it 
has done successfully. When all tenders have 
been returned we will proceed to individual 
negotiation with the most promising tenderers. 

The new Committee has also planned 


a diversified calendar of events to incorporate 
activities to Gold and Sunshine Coasts and 
specific events designed to cater for the older 
vehicles in the Branch. The visit to Springbrook 
Mountain Manor in the Gold Coast hinterland 
was well attended and culminated in a very 
pleasant lunch at the Manor owned and operated 
by Branch member Tony Barrow. 

The annual Christmas Lunch was held 
at the Victoria Barracks Officers’ and Sergeants’ 
Mess in Brisbane. The Barracks had attracted 
some media attention in connection with the 
140th Anniversary of its occupation and this 
may have contributed to the large attendance, as 
did the Queensland launch of /n the Rear-View 
Mirror by David Neely. In fact this function 
attracted the largest attendance of any event in 
the Branch’s history, and even showery weather 
did not dampen the enthusiasm of our members. 
We hope to return to the same venue in 2005. 

Other activities have included a very 
interesting visit to the Tramways Museum at 
Ferny Grove, participation by a good cross- 
section of the Branch at All British Day, and a 
very pleasant and well-attended picnic run to 
Bribie Island. 

Towards the end of 2004 the Branch 
established a library at Palma Rosa, a jgth 
century home which has now become the 
Branch’s meeting place. Fred Haughtey, Wallace 
Moorhouse, Tony Lee and Peter Barrow have 
alternated the manning of the library between 
2pm and 4pm every Tuesday, and we are most 
grateful for their generosity in giving up so much 
of their time. We are also grateful to a number of 
members who have culled their bookshelves and 
donated material to the library. The Management 
Committee has voted funds to purchase a number 
of manuals and technical documents which will 
be of particular use to those undertaking their 
own maintenance or restoration. 

Another promising innovation has 
been the creation of a Branch website, linked to 
the RROC(A) Federal website. The website will 
complement the Branch magazine The Northern 
Spirit by providing wider photographic coverage 
of past events for members, information on 
technical matters and updates on the material 
available in the library. The open area of the 
site is designed to attract new members. It 
includes information on different models, Club 
membership, types of events conducted and 
ultimately may include a ‘for sale’ section. The 
Branch is most appreciative of the work put into 
the site by Andrew Maskill and the assistance of 
the Federal Webmaster, Chris Gillings. 

Any voluntary organisation depends 
on the support of a large number of people if 
it is to function effectively. Space prevents a 
comprehensive acknowledgement of all those 
who have contributed to the activities of the 
Branch; however, it would be remiss of me not 
to mention the enormous contribution made by 
Kerry Moorhouse as editor of The Norther 
Spirit. I would like to thank all those who have 
contributed to the operation of the Branch over 
the last year, for without their efforts the Branch 
would not be in the strong position it is now. 


ACT Branch 
Al Kinloch 


The last year has been one of substantial 
consolidation and growth for the ACT Branch. 
Our membership has grown and many of our 


new members are very active in the club. These 
include Ludy Bobruck and Peter Traynor in 
particular who have been active at Club events 
as well as undertaking a major restoration of a 
Silver Shadow. 

Our activity program continues to 
expand under the stewardship of Ken Baldwin. 
Highlights have included our Southern Highlands 
weekend, the annual ACT Wheels event, our 
Temora aviation museum/Wagga weekend 
and our Goulburn ‘three stage jamboree’ in 
December. The visit to Wagga was particularly 
enjoyable as it was arranged concurrently with 
the SMART group’s event. All outings have been 
well attended and a diverse range of cars has been 
present; from Bob Clarke’s 1927 20HP, GAJ26, 
Paul Samuel’s Bentley R-type Continental, 
BC70D, through to more recent cars such as Ken 
Baldwin’s Bentley Turbo R, recently acquired 
byWayne and Glynis Hart. Next year’s program 
promises to be even better with events scheduled 
every month. 

Club meetings continue to attract 
good, and indeed increasing, attendances. The 
meetings have expanded from a set piece event 
to become all night affairs with Branch members 
assembling for dinner before the meeting and 
then at the conclusion, gathering for a few drinks 
to exchange notes and pleasantries. Last year too 
was significant in that the Branch held one of its 
regular monthly meetings in Wagga. This was a 
wonderful occasion with some 30 people present 
for the meeting. 

Capital Letter, the ACT Branch’s 
monthly magazine continues to improve under 
the editorship of Jan Dunn. It is now a full colour 
publication with regular features including Car 
of the Month. 

The last twelve months has seen the 
Branch prepare for the forthcoming Federal 
Rally. The rally committee comprising; Jan 
Dunn, Martin and Manuela Bennett, Ken 
Baldwin, Kerry Bos, Di Kinloch and myself 
have worked assiduously to ensure that the 
rally runs smoothly and is enjoyable. To date 
some 140 cars and 230 people have registered 
for the event, and there has been strong interest 
in many of the ancillary activities. Particularly 
pleasing is that some 14 Silver Ghosts have been 
registered and it is expected that some 60% of 
the vehicles participating will be pre 1965. Bill 
Coburn has been negotiating with the office of 
the Governor General with the aim of securing 
the vice-regal Phantom VI, which we hope to 
display it alongside the most recent Phantom 
from Chichester. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the sponsors; Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Limited, Crewe Genuine Parts, 
Shannons Insurance, Union Offset Printers and 
Paradise Garage, without whom the Rally would 
not be the success we hope it will be. 

One of the prime objectives of our 
club is the restoration and maintenance of our 
fine vehicles and J am pleased to say that many of 
our vehicles are in better shape than ever. Martin 
Bennett’s James Young S!1 Bentley, B488AN, is 
running beautifully again, and Ian Irwin has now 
started in earnest on the restoration of his Silver 
Ghost, 1404. 

All in all this year has been one of 
substantial achievement and a year that all our 
branch members can reflect on with pride. 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn and Bentley Mk VI 
and R-type Register 


Motoring, Motoring, Motoring 


Whilst this Register was initiated to 
provide technical help, and we now have 
a network of experienced members to 
offer such assistance, it also encourages 
the use your Register vehicle for Club 
events. Most of us drive a modern 

car for daily commuting; hence, if 
privileged to own an older vehicle, it 
provides a different set of challenges in 
preparation and driving, particularly if 
participating in a long distance event. 
Here, any shortcomings of your car 

are quickly highlighted, even more so 
when you experience, and thus begin 
comparing, the refinement in restoration 
that some participants have achieved on 
their vehicles. In short, such events are 
surely the best encouragement towards 
improving your vehicle, and a great way 
to meet fellow owners. 

The eight-day Alpine 
Overlander from Sydney to Canberra, 
specifically designed to attract the use 
of older cars, was one such event, with 
low daily mileages, two night stops, and 
travelling on mainly minor roads. 

Five Register vehicles and seven pre- 
war were amongst thirty two cars all up, 
with 60 participants dining together each 
night. It doesn’t get much better. 

On arrival at Canberra 25 
members socialised at the Register 
Dinner and 12 attended the Register 
Technical Session where the topics 
“Understanding the Ignition System”, 
“Fault Finding”, and “Experience in 
Fitting a High Ratio Differential” were 
presented and discussed. 

Be encouraged to attend Dawn 
Patrol III, the Register Annual Social 
Event which is to be held at Eden, 
midway between Sydney and Melbourne 
in October. See details on this page. 


Come Motoring! 
Lloyd Missen. Registrar 


Register enthusiasts at the Canberra 
Federal Rally, from the left, Jack Godfrey, 
Lloyd Missen, Lex Lynch, John Harriman 
and Robert Whitehead. Photograph 
courtesy of Lloyd Missen. 


EVERYONE IS INVITED TO THE 


Rolls Royce Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, & Bentley Mk VI & R-type Register 
Annual Social Weekend 


ced breakfasts and ¢ dinners: 
ngle $240/person 


and my name 
rm a a ed 7 
x. This year'we are asking for 
€ to Cover expenses. 


Shirley Missen 
Phone/Fax (02) 9958 2831 


Rex Vincent 28 Copperleaf Place Tel: 02-9634-5052 
Silver Ghost Register Castle Hill NSW 2154 = Fax: 02-9674-6357 
rex. vincent@consonic.com 


David Axe ‘Albemarle’ Tel: 02-4324-1952 


20/25 hp, 25/30 hp and 88 The Broadwaters 
Wraith Register Tascott NSW 2250 


Barrie Childs PO Box 168 


Derby Bentley Register Sylvania Southgate 


NSW 2224 


Steve Redford 65 Kadumba Street Tel/Fax: 07-3892-5005 

Silver Cloud, Bentley S Yeronga redfords@bigpond.com 

Series, Phantom V and VI Queensland 4104 

Register 


Anthony Kierce 27 Inkerman Street Tel: 03-5331-5025 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Ballarat 
Mulsanne and Derivates Victoria 3350 


Register 


SMART REGISTER 


Mildura Weekend 
Friday 26 August - Monday 29, 
2005 


SMART weekend is always a 
popular weekend and is always 
open to all members of the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club. 


Mildura has a lot to offer. This 
year we have organised cruises 
on a paddle steamer, a visit to 
wineries and technical sessions. 


If you are a SMART person, or 
if you want to mix with SMART 
people, please contact the 
orgainser, Chris Lenehan 0438- 
120-202. SMART = Shadows, 
Mulsannes And Related Types. 


Orange to Darwin 
10 April to 27 April, 2006 


There has been a most gratifying 
response to the rally so far but 

it is not too late to register your 
interest. All motel bookings are in 
place and we are now considering 
which places of interest we will be 
visiting. 


The itinerary is: 10 Cobar; 11% 
Broken Hill; 12 Port Augusta; 
13-14" Coober Pedy; 15% Erldunda; 
16-17 Yulara (Ayers Rock); 

18 Kings Canyon; 19-20" Alice 
Springs; 21st Tennant Creek; 

22™ Daly Waters; 23" Katherine; 
24-25% Kakadu; 26-27" Darwin. 


The only really long day is between 
Alice Springs and Tennant Creek as 
there is no suitable accommodation 
en route. 


To register your interest 
contact Robyn Henderson 
Fax 02 9542 8402 or email 


hendosmr(@bigpond.net.au 


Regisivals Diaxicl Axe) lefi, 
Mick Rust cover sinall omd larae 
Prsepow'er mudels Photog uph - Chis 
lng 
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The Rolls-Royce 
Meteor - Cromwell 
and Other 
Applications 

By Evans, 
McWilliams, 
Whitworth, 

Birch RRHT, 
2004. Softcover. 
204 p., 66 
illustrations. ISBN 
1 872922 24 4, 

% £10 members/£15 
nonmembers. (Rolls-Royce Heritage 
Trust, Rolls-Royce plc, Moor Lane, PO 
Box 31, Derby DE24 8BJ, UK.) 


Last year’s centenary celebrations should 
have impressed upon even the most car- 
centric reader that Rolls-Royce is more 
than cars. Those, especially, who see 
Rolls-Royce as a calling card for Britain 
should take pride in their association 
with a company that has risen to many 
a challenge on the world stage that had 
nothing to do with luxury conveyances. 
More than once, Rolls-Royce the 
corporate citizen, put its business plan 
aside, and rallied to a cause outside of 
itself. The Schneider Trophy, the Battle 
of Britain, assorted speed records, and 
armaments are only a few of the more 
obvious things that would have been the 
poorer had Rolls-Royce not had a hand 
in them. 

Back in 1969 when Robotham-who 
was a key force behind the Meteor tank 
engine-wrote his book, he rated the 
Meteor a remarkable feat of engineering 
and lamented “This achievement has 
never been adequately publicized or 
appreciated by the man in the street.” 
Over the course of time the RRHT 
gathered three manuscripts on the 
subject, written from different vantage 
points and without knowledge of each 
other. Combined into cohesive and 
complementary form by editor David 
Birch, this book is an account of how 
Rolls-Royce brought its car-building 
and aircraft powerplant experience to 
bear not only on propelling a, for them, 
altogether new type of vehicle, but to 
do it better than anyone else. After a 
brief setting of the scene (the war, tank 
design criteria, etc.) the book focuses 
on the development of the Merlin into 
the Meteor. It only skims operational in- 
service issues or the general long-term 
history of RR-powered tanks. In typical 
RRHT manner, the book has a sprightly 
tone, is well presented, and well 
illustrated. Aside from the technical bits, 
there is much of interest here as to how 
procurement worked, personalities, and 
the army’s decision-making process. The 
appendices present driving instructions 
from a Cromwell tanker, primary 
sources, production details from Belper, 
and a timeline. The index is cleverly 
divided into subcategories. 


The Complete Book of BMW 
Every Model Since 1950 By Tony 
Lewin Motorbooks, 2004. 384 p. 
1600 illustrations. Hardcover. ISBN 
0760319510. US$55/£35 


With the 
Phantom well 
on its way to 
oe becoming a 


fixture in the 
automotive 
firmament even 
the critics, 
skeptics, and 
prognosticators 
of doom and 
gloom should make peace with the 
notion that BMW has proven to be a 
good steward of Rolls-Royce. For a 
deeper look into who and what BMW is, 
this book is a nice guide. For the BMW 
crowd it is, in fact, a-if not the-definitive 
book. 

After almost squandering its illustrious 
heritage in the 1950s, BMW cars have 
for decades been a benchmark in the 
industry. 2004 was a veritable banner 
year, with a record number of models 
and sales despite a generally slack 
market. Author Lewin is as familiar with 
a balance sheet as he is with wringing 
the cars out on the road and encircles 
his subject from all sides. It is a wholly 
sympathetic account that recognizes and 
appreciates what the author calls “the 
continuity of corporate culture at BMW,” 
which is another way of saying that 
BMW is excited about what it does and 
therefore does what it does well. 

The book begins with an interview 
with Eberhard von Kuenheim who was 
with BMW from 1969 to 1993 and is 
credited with turning the ailing company 
around. Throughout, the focus is on 
road cars, although BMW aero engines, 
motorcycles, and Formula One engines 
are mentioned where relevant. Beginning 
with the years of decline after the W 
II and the role of the Quandt family 
the story is divided into themes (Rolls- 
Royce being one of them), which follow 
a loosely linear timeline. It is always 
told by way of looking at the cars first 
and then working history and business 
aspects in as they relate to the models. 
The illustrations consist of period and 
modern photos, quite a few ads, and the 
occasional engineering drawing. Sidebars 
list technical specs, production numbers, 
launch dates, prices. Four appendices 
cover model and engine codes, a 
currency conversion chart for 1971-2003, 
and measurement conversions. (Index) 


THE COMPLETE 


EVERY MODEL SINCE 1950 


Tomy Lewin 


Dangerous Curves By 
Judith Skillings. Avon, 
2005. 364 p. ISBN 

0060583193. US$6.99 


Tired of working in the 
garage but still have 
RR/B on the brain? 
How about a mystery 
novel/crime story, 
written by a RROC 
member, in which 
sere RR/B models play a tole? This 
book follows her first one, Dead End, 
and features the same reluctant sleuth, an 
investigative reporter-turned-restoration 
shop owner. 

Reviews courtesy of The Flying Lady. 


Lawrence of Arabia 


Ray Millington (NSW) and Tom Clarke 
(UK) have both made comment on the 
fascinating article by Barrie Gillings in 
the April issue. 

Ray Millington wrote that line 
one on p 4481 should read September 30 
(not October 30), on line two it should 
be 1918 (not 1917) and on line 10 it 
should be 1 October (not 31 October). 

Tom Clarke sent the photograph 
(right) and commented, “Blue Mist’ as 
seen by Dave King of New York in an 
early publication (from Liddell Hart’s 
book though the attachment is a better 
version as used by Piers Brendon in 
his history of the RAC). The location 
is Wadi Ithm and the photographer 
was Raymond Goslett. Dave says the 
photographer of the Damascus photos 
Barrie used was Maj. P. G. Devenish. 

As you can see, in the 
photograph (presumably earlier than 
Damascus) the car has a curved front 
axle (60588 to 1015 series), wire front 
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wheels, 3/4 rear suspension, and wooden 
rear wheels. In Damascus the front is the 
same but the rear axle was now twin rear 
wire wheels. Damascus also shows the 
low set engine and crank line. So it’s a 
very early car. 

Ray Millington has found 
other glimpses of the car in Damascus 
as early as 2 October 1918. Ray and I 
have played around with the car being 
60985 or 1001 hoping to connect 1001 
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to a Thomas noted on the cards (not 

in The Edwardian though) with Hugh 
Lloyd Thomas, 1888-1938, a diplomat 
who served in Cairo and elsewhere post 
19127" 


Editor: It appears, to this point, that the 
views about the ‘Damascus’ photograph 
of Lawrence are that the driver was 
Stirling, the car was ‘Blue Mist’ and the 
date was | October 1918. 


Backyard Restorations 


These photographs are of 1929 
Phantom 1, 59OR, when it was 
in the ownership of Harold 
Schurr of Mildura, Victoria in 
approximately 1960. Schurr 
was in close contact with 
Kellow-Falkiner during the 
rebuild for parts and technical 
assistance. 


The photographs come from Schurr’s nephew, Martin 
Fowler, who owns a Silver Shadow and Bentley T Series. The 
Phantom was used as Schurr’s daily driver and Martin can 
remember as a small boy being driven between Melbourne and 
Mildura at speeds around 70 mph in the car. 

I wonder how many enthusiasts would tackle a job like 
this today? Phantoms are tough old beasts and survived despite 
being worked on by backyarders rather than today’s ‘Prima 
Donna’ specialists! Those restoration stories we read about in 
the 1960s and 1970s in Praeclarum are no more. I wonder if any 
pre-war car restoration work 1s being done by owners now? 


Nick Lang, VIC. 
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Market Place - Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Classified Advertising 


1934 prance Coupe 
«Cecelia: 


This is a 20/25 hp (GLB27) with 

its original coachwork, which was 
constructed by Martin & King, of 
Melbourne. The body style is a swept 
tail sports coupe. 

The car is called ‘Cecelia’ 
after one of her earlier owners, Cecelia 
Hale. She was given the car as a gift by 
her boyfriend, John Anderson. He was 
one of Melbourne’s gangsters in the 
1930s and in a gang with the notorious 
‘Squizzy’ Taylor. Cecelia Hale was a 
true ‘gangster’s moll’ and an unfaithful 
mistress. Eventually her sponsors 
became tired of her antics and as she 
also knew too much, they decided to 
‘do her in’, and acquire the car. She got 
wind of this and quickly fled Australia, 
leaving her car behind her. ‘Squizzy’ 
Taylor was later killed in a shoot- 
out with a rival crime boss, ‘Snowy’ 
Cuttmore, and the car was re-acquired 
and used by John Anderson, until he 
was declared bankrupt in 1948. 

The next owner, H G 
Trelaggon, used the car for several 
years before discarding it. It now fell 
into disrepair and saw use as a fowl 
house, complete with chooks nesting in 
the car. ‘Cecelia’ was in an awful state 
by 1962. 

Harry Thompson then 


Western Australia and over the next 
24 years he restored ‘Cecelia’. He 
won several awards for his restoration, 
including Overall Winner of the Western 
Australia Branch Concours d’Elegance 
in 1967, 1969, 1971, 1973 and 1980. The 
next owner, Eric Cecil maintained the 
good work of the previous owner. 

In 1997 Bob and Georgina 
Roberts of Maitland NSW purchased 
the car. Over a seven year period they 
restored ‘Cecelia’ once again. Recent 
restoration work also saw the exterior 
of the car stripped back to bare metal 
and re-painted, the interior refurbished, 
woodwork re-veneered and some engine 
work. ‘Cecelia’won the Australian 


Coachwork Trophy at the 2002 Federal 
Rally. Perhaps one of the greatest 
honours was bestowed on ‘Cecelia’ 
recently when she was chosen as one 
of only four cars to be on display at 
the Melbourne Club in 2004 during the 
Centennial World Tour. 

‘Cecelia’ is considered to be 
a car of graceful art deco design, the 
only swept tail coupe remaining in 
Australia, and one of only a handful 
left in the world. She will give endless 
pleasure to all who see her and ride 
in her. Regretful sale due to changed 
family circumstances. $85,000 ono with 
sensible offers considered. Bob Roberts 
0407-002-350 


purchased the car. He moved her to 


CREWE GENUINE PARTS 


At the Canberra Federal Rally, Peter Mitchell, pictured, 
gave a presentation on Crewe Genuine Parts. He advised 
that some surplus stock items have been identified and 
are available to members of the Club. He has since 
kindly provided the Club with lists in a spreadsheet. 

The spreadsheet has been posted to the Members 

Only section of the Club website, which members can 
access or register to gain access. The parts cover Silver 
Shadow and Silver Spirit models. The part numbers and 
descriptions are listed and members can then approach 
local Crew Genuine Parts agents. Photograph courtesy of 
Graham Cornish. - Editor. 


“Bess”, S64LK, is a 1924 Springfield Silver Ghost. She was 


bodied by Willoughby & Co with a Pickwick Limousine 
body, having a partition and occasional seats. 


The car was delivered to Mr Swindells in Rockville, USA. 
She was driven until his death in 1933. The car was then 
stored and maintained. His grandchildren sold the car 
in 1989 when she was brought over to Australia by Ron 
McLeod. She was given a cosmetic restoration and placed 
in a private museum. She remained undriven until 1997 
when John Matheson and Jeanne Eve bought the car and 
recommisioned her for the road after being undriven for 64 
_-years. 


_ Since then “Bess” has participated in the 20-Ghost Club 
_ (Australian Chapter) Tasmanian Rally in 1998 and the 
Monte-Carlo Rallye des Voitures Anciennes (34 prize 
_ Concours and 2nd prize for Originality), also in 1998. She 
has been an Australian Federal Rally Class winner and a 
Queensland Concours winner. $275,000 Contact Charles 
Chelliah on 02-9666-1122 or 0422-255-222 
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1924 Silver Ghost (113AU) Fully restored 
Maythorn limousine, illustrated in Lawrence 
Dalton’s ‘Coachwork on Rolls-Royce’, p. 399, 
Very low mileage and original, including tool kit. 
Rear leather upholstery original. Was returned to 
factory after delivery to have four wheel brakes 
fitted. $225,000 Ray Pank 08-8379-7545 


Seth a Sa, 
1937 Bentley 4% litre (B88KT) Park Ward all 
steel sports saloon. Imported from UK in 1937 
by Maurice Shmith of Yellow Cabs Australia. 
Recent owners have carried out much work on 
car, including gearbox rebuild and fitting of 
Laycock de Normanville overdrive. $68,000 
ono. David Hood (03) 5599 7275 


1956 Bentley S1 (B151CM) Shell Grey over 
Black Pearl with grey upholstery. Power 
steering, complete tool kit, original Owner’s 
Handbook, refurbished woodwork, current 
owner since 1989. Class Winner at 1992 and 
1993 Federal Rallies and Bentley Trophy winner 
in 1994, 93,000 miles approx. $38,950 Jeffrey 
Priddle 07-3378-6009 jeffpriddle@bigpond.com 


1965 Bentley S3 (B68FG) Two tone Dawn 
Blue/Shell Grey with beige interior. Very good 
condition. $75,000 ono. Joe Mardjetko 
03-9898-5188 or 0412-235-123 


1960 Silver Cloud IT (STB338) Black with 
beige leather. Collector’s item. Genuine 31,800 
miles. Rare immaculate original vehicle. 
Amazing patina. Complete tool set and records. 
Will pass test of most discerning driver. 
$77,000 Colin Veerman 07-3844-9555 

or 0414-844-555. 


eer 
1966 Bentley Mulliner Park Ward (CBH1747) 
2-Door Fixed Head Coupe. Exterior is dark 
blue with light blue Connolly hide. More than 
$41,000 spent during the last 2% years alone by 
it’s current (third) owner with receipts available. 
Sympathetically fitted stereo/CD player. With 
only a few (minor) matters requiring attention, 
this could be a concours winner or perfect 
everyday vehicle, $78,000 with current RWC. 
Roland Geitenbeek 0418-550-165 


1968 Silver Shadow (SRH4032) Estate Wagon. 
Only one of three in Australia. Midnight 

Blue, tan interior, new brakes, shock and 
factory exhaust system, regularly serviced, top 
condition. 89,000 miles. Club plates (21846H) 
$35,000 Phil Sproston 02- 9482-1843 

or 0418-266-631 


1975 Bentley T (SBH20698) Redwood with 
beige leather. Australian delivery, McDermotts. 
Perfect woodwork, all tools, original radio. 
Recent brake overhaul, exhaust service by 
N.B.S. Brisbane. Elderly owner can no longer 
handle a big vehicle. $35,000 ono Tony Lee 
07-5476-0557 tonylee@linkt.com.au 


1978 Silver Shadow If (SRH34993, have owned 
for 12 years, fitted with LPG. A good reliable 
vehicle, in good condition, that I give very little 
use. Has travelled about 136,000 miles, mostly 
long trips. Located on Gold Coast. Keen to sell 
asking $19,500. Graham Leech 07-5535-1828 


Parts for Sale 


Tools: 20/25hp F6371 double ended 
spanner; PII-F51964, F51934, F51935, 
F51936, E75553 single end, E6258, 
ES5017 C-spanners $150 each; PII- 
F51960, F51961, F51962 $185 each; 
Lucas oil cans-No.20 $85, No.40 $450. 
Ken King 03-5331-6320 


Silver Cloud, Bentley S Series: 
speedometer overhauled, lower 
suspension plate, yoke Series 1, front 
wheel hub, bronze wheel nuts, radiator 
damaged, headlight sealed beams, heater 
matrix, diaphrams, activators, oil filter 
(felt), assorted brake seals, dust covers, 
shock absorber seals, rear gearbox 
rubbers, power steering flexible joint, 
assorted engine bearings, flexible petrol 
pipe. Silver Shadow, Bentley T Series: 
hydraulic accumulators, steering rack 
flexible seals, assorted seals and O rings, 
steering cloumn flexible joint, electric 
window motor, rear half axle trunnion 
housing and pin, valve guides, centre 
suspension thrust wire bush, ball-end 
dust seals, Shagnought power steering 
pump overhauled, fog lamps, aluminium 
engine crankcase block, camshafts, 
automatic 4-speed fron pumps, rear 
bumper bar parts. Silver Spirit: exhaust 
equaliser. Corniche: wheel dress rim. 
Alex Brown 02-9743-3121 

One Bosch fuel pump 0 580 254 967 will 
suit fuel injected engines up to turbo R 
and | headlight jet wash cover UD71846 
(the sculpted design, no longer available) 
to suit late eighties Turbo R. $250 the 
pair. Ken Baldwin 02-6254 4857. 


Bentley MKVI/R headlights. Box 
of 7 in various stages of restoration. 
Located in Adelaide. Best offer. 
Peter Anderson 0408-894604 or 
balanda@internode.on.net 


1990 Silver Spirit IT LHD front half of 
car, includes motor, gearbox, driver 
and passengers heated seats with picnic 
tables,doors, front suspension and 
brakes steering wheel with airbag and 
heaps more, to much to mention 
bargain $6000 Andrew Phillips 
03-5944-3771 or 0411-348-029 
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Literature For Sale 


PRA‘;CLARVM back issues, prefer 

to sell as one lot to best offer. 1968, 
2-3&3-3; 6-74 to 6-77(3-77) missing; 
1-78 to 6-81 (3,4,5-80 missing); 1-84 
to 6-86 (4-84 missing); 1-87 to 6-02. 
RREC Bulletin 142(1989) to 217 (7/ 
96) Complete; RREC Advertiser same 
period 56-170 (complete but a very odd 
numbering system) Nigel Steele Scott 
nesscott@ozemail.com.au 0419-838-626 
or 08-9339-7071 


PRA'CLARVM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular 
issue to complete your collection please 
let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact 
David Vann 07-3865-3287 or 

fax 07-3865-4822 


Full Page $451 


Half Page $253 
Quarter Page $143 
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INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and 
accurate. Persons misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be 

denied further use of this space. Ads for cars for sale must include 
chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited to optimise use 
of available space and to conform to a standard format, and may be 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. 
PHOTOGRAPHS: Colour prints showing the lines of the car are 
suitable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please 
include stamped addressed envelope. 

DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, where required by law, 
quote their dealer’s licence number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 

COST: Ads with photograph are free to non-trade members and are 
placed in up to two consecutive issues. Non-members are charged 

$35 (inc. GST) for ad and photograph. Trade ads at commercial rates. 
Where applicable, cheques made payable to RROC of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. 
Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 
Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
Next deadlines: 15 July, 15 September, 15 November 2005. 


Integrity 


Regular Maintenance is the key to continued safety, Reliability and Economy in any vehicle, but when that vehicle is a Bentley or Rolls-Royce 
the stakes are higher. A full service history, documented by your Authorised Bentley / Rolls-Royce dealer helps to enhance the value of your 
vehicle and protect the integrity of your investment. Our advanced technical training, specialist tools and customised diagnostic systems cou- 
pled with years of knowledge and experience make a world of difference when it comes to the maintenance and repair of your vehicle. 


Authorised coachworks - no 
job is too big or too small for 
our trained specialists 
Obligation Free Quotes 


Quality pre-owned Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley's Motor Cars, 
visit our showroom or view 
online: lancedixon.com.au 


Victorian Avon Tyres 
Distributor - Trade price on all 
tyres for club members! 


AVON = CREWE = 
TYRES CALL NEIL: CALL IAIN: 


PLEASE CALL TONY: (03)9848 9000 (03) 9848 9000 03) 9848 9000 
LANCE DIXON BENTLEY SS — 
AUTHORISED SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS & AUTOBODY 


565 Doncaster Road, Doncaster, 3108. P: (03) 9848 9000 
www.lancedixonbentley.com.au 


Rolls-Royce club members 
receive 20% off regular 
retail labour rate 


BENTLEY 
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Lepair & R estoration Services 
are proud to maintain the following winning vehicles from the 2005 Federal Concours d’Elegance 
Bill Hall — E. J. Vidler Shield for Age & Authenticity, The Company Trophy for Best Restoration and 
Overall Winner:1912 Silver Ghost, 2145. 
Stephen Foley ~ Class 2, New Phantom & Phantom II & The Australian Coachwork Trophy: 
1925 New Phantom, 30LC. 

Rex & Norah Vincent — Class 4, 25/30 HP, Phantom III & Wraith: 1938 25/30 HP, GGR45. 
With 22 years experience in the motor repair industry, we would like to extend an invitation to all members of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club to enjoy the same high standard of workmanship and customer care for their vehicles. 
We offer a fully licensed mobile repair service together with a base operation to cater for all your needs. 


___ Feel free to contact Garth Selig on 0411 496 660.__ 
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Qeatherique i 
VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 


. Leatherique Rejuvenator Oil 
re re es leather 49 for so0ml or $20 for 250m), VEHICLE INSURANCE 
care and renovation Naturally deep cleans. softens, and | 


products. preserves your leather. 


Leatherique Prestine Clean 


($30 for 500ml or S15 for 250m1) When it comes to Insurance, 


to clean leather surface after 


Before Rejuvenator Oil. and/or use as a we ll take as much care of 


maintenance cleaner and detailer. 


Leatherique Colour Dye your Rolls-Royce Or Bentley 


$100 per 500ml (includes custom 


tinting to your sample). ... aS you do ! 
Superb. professional results with | 
cloth, paint pad. brush. or spray. 


e Agreed Value 

Leatherique Crack Filler q iti i 

(S15 per 90ml) for cracked leather. | ° Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 


Leatherique Prepping Agent A ; 
(S15 per 250ml1) to prepare for ° Repairer of Your Choice 


Colour Dye. 
Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Leatherique Australasia Pty Ltd 7 
PO Box 383 Lindfield NSW 2070 Coverage Throughout Australia 


Phone & Fax (02) 9% C 

Mobile 0.116 169 02 1800 646 605 
leatherique@ optusnet.com.au NAMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
www. leatherique.com.au 388 George Street Sydney 2000 


YOU DIDN’T COMPROMISE ON THE CAR... 
WHY COMPROMISE ON THE BODYSHOP? 


——— 
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Only the Craftsmen at Bentley Sydney 

have the skill, experience and uncompromising standards 
to restore your prestige vehicle to mint condition. 

Our coachwork division, incorporating our leather trim 
and woodwork shops, can satisfy all your needs 

from insurance work and standard repairs 

to total vehicle restoration. 

The quality of our workmanship is backed 

by a 3 year warranty. 

For further details on the range of bodywork and 
coachwork services we can provide, 


contact Ken Boxall. 


Workshop inspections invited 


Finance Packages Available 


BENTLEY SYDNEY = 8B “Sa 
19 - 27 Regatta Road, Canada Bay, 2046 Os 
Tel: 02 9744 5111 gis 


www.bentleysydney.com BENTLEY 
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FOR SEECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 


Wi Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive MH No blame = No excess 


the full sum it is insured for. W Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 


@ You have the option to choose your own repairer @ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


@ In the event of total loss you will have automatic reten- Ml Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tion of the wreck, depending on the policy - subject to excess 


TOP ePePP Pee ee e eee ee ee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 
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LINCOLN ROLLS ROYCE GHOST HISPANO SUIZA - CONCOURS WINNE: 


CADILLAC TYPE 57 BUGATTI 


A P J ~~ New onginal 
look one 

CHIEVE FERFECTION! tO 
: , ‘ \\ disc for 
Lmarr custom wheel discs & spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” sf: 47 ~ ‘54 


. E Bentleys 
Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car with Lmarr precision SS A and Rolls 


reproduction wheel discs, and side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. sae 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process « helps protect the chassis and brake 


mechanism ¢ comes with everything needed for installation LMAR R DISK LTD. 


ees 
Lmarr has the worlds largest selection of wheel discs. Stock discs are available for over PO. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
seventy-five makes and models, and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 
We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls E-Mail: lmarr@attglobal_net; 

Royce - 18” & 19”. Website: www.imarr.com 


3-05 4543 


answer one simple question 
and keep your car... 


Question: Unleaded fuels do not protect engines 
What's missing in this picture? of older vehicles from vale eaihiecensiGh va lvemaster : 
VSR] and its costly consequences. , z ; 
Answer: Lead replacement petrol (LRP or we 8 : world's leading lead substitute 
‘Super’} sold for use in pre -1986 vehicles To eliminate this risk take the advice 
after leaded petrol was withdrawn. of respected Australian motoring 
organisations and use Valvemaster Ask your local service station for 
This fuel option is now being withdrawn — the worlds leading lead substitute. Valvemaster or call us on 1 800 001 066. 
throughout Australia. Valvemaster is also available in Repco stores. 
Now you can safely use yesterday's 
Has it happened at your service station yet? vehicles with today’s fuels. www.valvemaster.com.au 
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
PG025 Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au 


DL: 13746 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
16 NYRANG STREET, FYSHWICK, ACT 2609 (02) 6295 4500 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 
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“Strive for perfection in everything you do. Take the best that exists and make 


it better. When it does not exist, design it.” 


